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By SHARON COHEN

CHicaGo (AP) —

It was a tumultuous Monday morning in mid-
September — two of America’s financial giants were
near collapse, the Dow was plummeting and the
economy seemed to be in free fall — when Barack
Obama’'s campaign manager, David Plouffe, heard a
staffer cry out in disbelief.

“No, he didn’t!” the worker shouted, as the televi-
sion showed Sen. John McCain on the stump in Flori-
da

At that moment, Dan Pfeiffer, Obama's boyish-
looking communications director, was walking past a
bank of TVs on the 11th-floor Michigan Avenue na-
tional headquarters, after the regular morning staff
meeting. There was the Republican nominee, talking
about the unfolding financial crisis.

“The fundamentals of our economy are strong,”
McCain was saying.

“You're not going to believe this,” Pfeiffer said as
he entered Plouffe’s office and repeated McCain's
“fundamentals’ message.

They immediately sensed an opportunity.

“It didn’t take a discussion to know that a major
moment just happened in the campaign,” Plouffe re-
cals.

The timing couldn’t have been better. McCain was
edging ahead in the polls, bolstered by a convention
bounce and his surprise vice presidential pick of
Sarah Palin, who had quickly snatched the celebrity
mantle from Obama.

It was Sept. 15, 50 days before the election.

It was the day the Dow plunged 504 points, the be-
ginning of the big financial meltdown that would rat-
tle America

And it was the day Barack Obama gained speed on
the way to the White House.

In presidential campaigns, there often are pivotal
moments — a gaffe in a debate, an attack that sticks,
a misstep that becomes a headline — that can help
change the course of the contest.

For Obama, the turning point seemed to be the eco-
nomic collapse. As the Dow descended, his fortunes
rose. The worse things got, the better Obama seemed
to fare in polls that showed Americans increasingly
trusted him more than McCain to lead the country out
of its financial mess.

Obama's team had already been trying to paint Mc-
Cain as out of touch, pointing out the Republican
nominee had acknowledged the economy wasn’t his
strong suit and didn’t even know how many houses
he owned.

Then came the “fundamentals’ remark, and that,
Plouffe says, “put an exclamation point on the argu-
ment.”

Never mind that McCain — who was trying to be
reassuring — quickly backpedaled and talked about
an economic crisis. He had opened the door. And the
Obama campaign waltzed right in.

They alerted reporters. They spread the word to
Democratic allies doing interviews and to Obama and
his running mate, Joe Biden. Within an hour, ad mak-
ers were putting together a “fundamentals’ commer-
cial. It aired the next day.

Obama speechwriter Jon Favreau composed a few
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President-Elect Barack Obama

REPORT:

Ohama to
Focus on
Bin Laden
Gapture

WASHINGTON (AP)

President-elect Barack
Obama plans major changes
in U.S. policy on the war in
Afghanistan and intends to
renew the commitment to
hunt for Osama bin Laden,
underscoring the fight
against al-Qaeda as the na-
tion’s highest priority, a
newspaper reported Tues-
d

ay.

The Washington Post said
Obama, who takes office on
Jan. 20, wants to explore a
more regional strategy in
Afghanistan, including the
possibility of negotiations
with Iran.

“This (al-Qaeda) is our
enemy,” the Post quoted an
unnamed senior adviser as
saying. “And he (bin Laden)
should be our principal tar-
get.”
Unidentified nationa se-
curity advisers to the presi-
dent-elect were quoted as
saying Obama believes the
Bush administration has
played down the hunt for the
a-Qaeda leader after years
of failing to apprehend him.

The report also quotes
U.S. intelligence officials
saying the search for bin
Laden isasintensive as ever
but al-Qaeda’s threat would
remain large even if bin
L aden were neutralized.

Members of Obama's
transition team “have yet to
examine available military
and intelligence resources
and how they are currently
being used,” the Post report-
ed.

Additionally, it said, they
have yet to plot adiplomatic
approach to Pakistan, where
bin Laden isthought to bein
hiding.
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World Leaders

By KATHY KIELY & DaviD
JACKSON,

USA TobAY —

President-elect  Barack
Obama will not attend this
weekend's global economic
summit but will dispatch rep-
resentatives to meet world
leaders clamoring to make

Reach Out to
President-Elect
Barack Obama

contact with the incoming
administration, one of histop
aides said Tuesday.

“We have had requests to
have meetings with represen-

tatives of the president-elect ...

and the vice president-elect,”
John Podesta, a co-chairman
of the trandtion effort for
Obama and Joe Biden, told
reporters. Podesta said Oba

ma’s team is trying to recruit
personal acquaintances of
the world leaders to conduct
the meetings.
“We are arranging to have
appropriate people meet
with those leaders, people
they know and that they
trust,” Podesta said.
The summit was among
Continued on Page 6 »
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Election Shows
Deep Racial
Divide In Black &
White Ghurches

White independent none Christian
voters more likely to vote for and
support Obama than White Christians

By RACHEL ZoLL
NEw YoRrk (AP) —

The  barrier-crossing
election of Barack Obama
did little to bridge the deep
racial divide in American
churches. In fact, some
clergy say it has only
served to underscore their
differences.

While nonwhite Chris-
tians voted overwhelming-
ly for Obama, most white
Christians backed John
McCain, according to exit
polls. Severa black clergy
said that criticism of Oba-
ma by some white Chris-
tians over his religious be-
liefs and support for abor-
tion rights crossed the line,
hurting longtime efforts to
reconcile their communi-
ties.

“1 think in the eagerness
to protect the right to life
issues, there were some
things said, not about that
issue, that were not always
fair and that were insensi-
tive that need to be
rethought,” said Bishop
T.D. Jakes, a prominent
African-American pastor
and founder of The Pot-
ter's House, a theological-

ly conservative
megachurch in Dallas. “I
would love to see black
and white Christians find
common ground, and a
deeper understanding of
each other’s needs.”

The Rev. Al Mohler,
president of the Southern
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, the denomination’s
flagship school, said white
evangelicals backed Mc-
Cain because of his oppo-
sition to abortion rights,
not because of the race of
either candidate.

“White  conservative
evangelicals, not just in
this election, but in many
successive cycles, tended
to vote on the basis of
moral issues,” Mohler
said. “Those evangelicals
will still join in celebrat-
ing, very eagerly, that
America has elected an
African-American presi-
dent and see it as a cause
for celebration and recog-
nize its deep spiritua sig-
nificance.”

According to Associated
Press exit polls, 34 percent
of white Protestants voted
for Obama, while 65 per-
cent went with McCain.
Obama won the overall

Roman Catholic vote, but
white Catholics backed
McCain by aslim mgjority,
52 percent to 47 percent.
Among white Christians,
the racia gap was most
pronounced with evangeli-
cals. 74 percent backed
McCain, 24 percent
backed Obama.

The pattern is not new
and fits the larger trend of
white voters overal, the
majority of whom voted
for McCain. Even so,
white Christians were till
part of Obamas winning
coalition, drawing millions
of their votes. However,
the racial gaps stood out at
a time when African-
American churchgoers ex-
ulted in the historic first of
Obamas victory.

“The contrast between
the white religious com-
munity and the nonwhite
religious community ... is
particularly strong this
year,” said John Green, an
expert on religion and pol-
itics and senior fellow at
the Pew Forum on Reli-
gion and Public Life.

White conservative
Christians are more con-
cerned than ever about

Continued on Page 6 »
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about our future leader,
but what do we know
about the woman behind

ma, says Mundy, you
need to understand where
she came from. Bornin a
then-segregated area on
the South Side of Chica-
go in 1964, Michelle
Robinson was the second
child of parents who

their

raised her to be indepen-
dent and strong-minded.
As a teen, Michelle
Robinson
magnet school with other
high-achievers, including
the daughter of Jesse
Jackson, Sr. Because the
Robinsons encouraged

best education, Michelle
chose Princeton,
went to Harvard and set |
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Busy Schedule? Don't Have Time to Clean?
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“24 Hr. Emergency Cleaning

Windows
Laundry
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Pet Cleaning
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GOMMUNITY GALENDAR

What's Going On in Our Community

555-227-9819.

Saints Community COGIC 1st Annual Crab Feed
Saints Community COGIC first annual Crab Feed, Saturday, Nov.15. from 4-8 p.m.
Menu includes fresh warm Crab, Pasta Alfredo, garden green salad , rolls & buitter,
lemonade, and silent auction for your favorite desserts. $35 per person, all you can
eat. Location: Saint Community C.O.G.1.C. 3740 E. Ashlan Fresno. For tickets call

Big Stove Give-a-way
On November 15, 2008 the Mental Health Systems, Inc is donating to the 93722 or
93728 community FREE stoves. All stoves are given “as is’ and must be hauled
away the same day. Over 25 available, first comefirst served. One stove per address
and to qualify bring a utility bill with zip code of 93722 or 93728, to The Hacienda
2550 West Clinton. For more info call jenny Bates at 559-977-5515. All Stoves are
gas and have four burners and an oven 40H x 40W x 25L.

Drinking Water for Homeless
Drinking water donations needed for the Fresno homeless population. Call 559-
251-0540 or 559-270-1023 for water pick-up arrangements. Project contact per-
sons: Dr. Jean Kennedy and Ms Rene Zeno. Need volunteers.

$3,915 — $4,738/mo.

BusDriver
$16.63 — $23.39/hr .

Continuous Recruitment

www.fresno.gov. EOE

City of
- =] =y VA
FTNEDREY,S

Emer gency Prepar edness Officer

Filing Deadline is November 12, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

For more information, call the City of Fresno Jobline
at (559) 621-6999. Postmarks are not accepted. Job
announcement and employment applications are
available on the City of Fresno website at:

Large
Tenderized

53.99 b

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Store Hours: Mon.-Sat.

» Continued from Page 1

paragraphs to incorporate into the sena-
tor’s speech. Soon those words were heard
by thousands.

“He doesn't get what's happening be-
tween the mountain in Sedona where he
lives and the corridors of Washington
where he works,” Obamatold a crowd that
night in Pueblo, Colo. “Why else would he
say, today, of all days — just a few hours
ago — that the fundamental s of the econo-
my are still strong?’

“Senator,” Obama asked, “what econo-
my are you talking about?’

By the end of Barack Obama's 21-
month campaign, it was easy to forget how
far he had come.

He had started out an underdog, a rela-
tive unknown, a black man with a Swahili
name, taking on the seemingly invincible
Hillary Rodham Clinton, who boasted a
double-digit lead in the polls and a fistful
of endorsements by fall 2007.

But Obama had something else: a fresh
face, an inspirational manner, enormous
political skills— and a campaign that ran
like a well-oiled machine.

It tapped into Facebook-generation tech-
nology and mastered the art of fundrais-
ing, much of it on the Internet, collecting a
staggering sum — about $700 million —
from more than 3 million contributors.
(Obama had bypassed public financing, al-
lowing him to raise unlimited amounts of
money.)

It developed a sophisticated get-out-the
vote effort, melding high-tech wizardry
with old-fashioned, pound-the-pavement
canvassing, depending on a vast volunteer
army that used neighbors to persuade
neighbors to vote for Obama. (Its final
four-day push targeted 12 million votersin
15 battleground states, with plans to reach
each one four times.)

And it never strayed from its message.

McCain would zigzag from experience
to maverick to tested and halfway back.

Obama pounded the same drum:
Change. Change. Change.

He used the word 19 times when he
clinched the Democratic nomination in
June in Minneapolis, 15 times when he ac-
cepted the party’s nod two months later in
Denver, 19 times when he spoke last week
in Canton, Ohio.

He spoke of change, too, on Feb. 10,
2007, when he announced his candidacy at
the Old State Capitol in Springfield, I11.

“There's a lot of similarity between
what we said then and now,” Plouffe said
near the end of the campaign. “ That might
not be exciting. But that constancy has
worn well with voters.”

Obama’s campaign motto — which
morphed from “change we can believe in”
to “change we need” — resonated with a
disenchanted public. President Bush’s ap-

proval ratings had fallen to record lows
and polls showed the overwhelming num-
ber of Americans thought the nation was
on the wrong track.

“We knew that there was a tremendous
sense of jaundice about the direction of the
country and Bush certainly was part of
that,” says campaign strategist David Ax-
elrod. “Our strategy was to be the candi-
date of change ... to challenge Washington
and challenge the Bush policies and offer
ourselves as a distinct and different ap-
proach to governance.”

The first hurdle, though, was the Demo-
cratic primary.

“In the very beginning, our eyes were
wide open,” Plouffe says. “Hillary Clinton
was the dominant front-runner. One of the
reasons we have run such agood campaign
is we weren’t burdened by those expecta-
tions.”

Obama’s sturdy lowa victory gave way
to a stunning New Hampshire loss, setting
off a grueling five-month marathon and a
heartstopping moment when the fate of the
campaign seemed in the balance.

Six weeks after Obama delivered an im-
passioned speech on race to tamp down the
uproar over incendiary remarks made by
his former pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah
Wright, controversy came calling again.

A defiant Wright, appearing at the Na-
tional Press Club, offered some eyebrow-
raising opinions about the U.S. govern-
ment, praised Nation of Islam leader Louis
Farrakhan and hinted that Obama was dis-
tancing himself from the pastor for politi-
cal expediency.

Pfeiffer watched the appearance in his
office, trying to imagine a scenario where
things weren't as bad as they seemed. But
they were.

Obama had just been beaten in Pennsyl-
vania. He began losing ground in Indiana
and North Carolina.

“That was the only time | ever thought
that was a possibility was that our candi-
dacy was so wounded that Barack might
appear unelectable and that superdel egates
could leave us,” Pfeiffer says.

Plouffe, too, was convinced the pastor’s
appearance was “a disaster.” He contacted
Obama on the campaign trail, but believed
that just repeating Wright's comments
wouldn’t convey the impact. You had to
see it. Obama did that night in his hotel.
The next day, he said he was outraged,
called it a spectacle and distanced himself
from Wright.

Obama’s poll numbers leveled off. Su-
perdelegates didn’'t defect. Soon, the can-
didates were debating the gas tax.

“If we had lost Indiana and North Car-
olina, it would have been over,” Pfeiffer
says. Instead, Obama won big in North
Carolina and posted a strong showing (he
was narrowly defeated) in Indiana.

Calamari Steaks

JAPANESE FAST FOOD
RESTAURANT ¢ 237-2037

10:30am-6pm © Sun. 11am-5pm

PRICES GOOD Nov. 14th-Nov. 25th, 2008

Store Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 9am-7em Fri. & Sat. 8am-8pm
We Accept Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Dedit, EBT & WIC

Large
Norwegian

54,99 Ib.

Specializing in quality seafood,
Japanese groceries & imported gifts

Salmon Fillets

Now serving WIC customers

FRESH SUSHI
MADE DAILY

16-20 ¢t.

Jumhbo Gooked
SHRIMP

33.99 h,
1535 Kern Street

Corner of G & Kern
in downtown Fresno

(559) 237-2049

It was a nerve-racking time, and far
from the last one.

“Every day you're trying to stay up-
right,” Plouffe says. “Every day you sit
down and it's like you're on a bucking
bronco. Some days you' re thrown off, and
some days you're able to stay in the sad-
dle.”

The convention was deemed a success.

Both Bill and Hillary Clinton delivered
enthusiastic endorsements; afterward,
when Clinton passed Obama staffers in
their temporary convention headquarters,
they gave her a standing ovation. And
Obama had accepted his nomination be-
fore an outdoor crowd of 84,000 at In-
vesco Field in Denver — an event that
doubled as a recruiting event for Colorado
volunteers.

But there was little time to bask in the
afterglow.

About 12 hours later, Gov. Sarah Palin
stole the spotlight when she was tapped by
MccCain.

Palin-mania soon swept the country, and
the phone was ringing at Obama headquar-
ters.

“Everybody was generous with their ad-
vice,” Axelrod, the campaign strategist,
says wryly.

“Our party was in more than amild state
of panic,” says Pfeiffer, the communica-
tions chief. “Everybody was afraid ... we
were about to go the way of previous nom-
inees and lose the race basically in late
summer or early fall.”

Some party activists were haunted by
the ghosts of Democratic debacles past:
John Kerry and the Swift-boat attacks;
Michael Dukakis and Willie Horton.

But the Obama campaign believed at-
tacking Palin could backfire. It would also
divert attention from the real target, Mc-
Cain, and the dominant issue — the econ-
omy.

There would be no dramatic turns.

“Having campaigned for two years and
having been counted out so many times,
we' re practiced at those kind of moments,”
Axelrod says. “I don't think there's ever
been a sense of panic around here.”

Obama's staff was aware of Palin, but
thought she wouldn’t be chosen because a)
she’ d undermine McCain’'s message of ex-
perience and b) she was being investigated
in Alaska for firing her public safety com-
missioner.

Palin didn't have much of a national
profile, but Anita Dunn, an Obama senior
adviser, was very familiar with her. Dunn
remembered the poised candidate she had
encountered while working for Democrat
Tony Knowles in his unsuccessful 2006
Alaska gubernatorial race.

“1 had a high degree of respect for her
political skills,” she recalls. “I thought
she’d be a good campaigner.”

Dunn e-mailed other top Obama strate-
gists with a cautionary message: Don’t un-
derestimate her. She’'s atalented candidate.

And the Alaska governor proved that in
the weeks after the Republican conven-

tion, when the McCain-Palin team drew
wildly enthusiastic crowds as they touted
themselves as mavericks who'd bring
sweeping changes to Washington.

They had, at least temporarily, hijacked
Obama’'s theme.

“l was worried about the change vs.
change thing ... (even though) | felt we
would win that debate,” Plouffe says. “If |
were them, | would have stuck with that.
But they didn’t.”

Initially, polls showed Palin draining
Obama’s support among women.

But would it last?

“We had to wait ... to really find out
whether she was going to be an enduring
asset to the ticket or whether it was just a
passing fancy,” Axelrod says. “The thing
about a presidential race ... is the scrutiny
IS so intense that you have to be able to
prove yourself on the battlefield, and |
thought it was unlikely that someone com-
ing from where she was coming from at
this late date could be dropped into this
media maelstrom and survive it.”

A few weeks later, after Palin’s shaky
national TV interviews became the butt of
jokes on “Saturday Night Live,” her ap-
proval rating began dropping.

Her presence did, however, cause one
shift.

Obama had abandoned giant rallies for
smaller audiences after returning from a
summer European tour highlighted by a
speech to a flag-waving crowd of 200,000
in Berlin — something that seemed to be-
fit a president more than a candidate.

Axelrod sensed there “would be a price
to pay” for the splashy tour. He was right.

McCain’s campaign skewered the trip in
a commercia, portraying Obama as an
egomaniacal celebrity, comparing him to
Paris Hilton and Britney Spears.

But then Palin became the celéebrity,
greeted by enormous, adoring crowds.

And Obama’'s campaign noticed.

“It became obvious that we should go
back to doing the big rallies and go back to
doing what we do well,” Axelrod says. “In
that sense, it was aliberating thing for us.”

Obama’s campaign was caught off-
guard when John McCain stepped before
TV cameras Sept. 24 to suspend his cam-
paign. The debate two days later, McCain
said, could wait: He was rushing to Capi-
tol Hill to deal with the stalled, $700 bil-
lion financial bailout plan.

It was a bold move. But arisky one, too.

McCain could ride off a hero — and
look presidential — if a deal were reached
in Washington and he could claim credit.

It was like a chess game. Obama had the
next move.

He called a news conference to empha-
size he had called McCain first to propose
a joint statement in support of a bailout
package. He also made it clear he was con-
sulting regularly with congressional |ead-
ers and Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson.

McCain ended up going to the debate
without a bailout resolution. Democrats,

Continued on Page 6 »
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Get connected!
Get answers!

Get Connected. Get Answers.
United Way of Fresno County

Call for help in finding the services you need:

Where to go to get a hot meal

Where to get free or low-cost health care
Information on child care

Help with care for aging parents
Employment resources

How to find a bed when you have no place to
sleep

How to get help for a drinking problem

Dial 2-1-1
or 1-866-559-4211

It’s the number to call when you don’t know who to call.

Partners: all about the kids g
United i@
. | [72FiRsTs RV o
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HEALTHCARE
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SAVE THE DATE

4TH ANNUAL
RISK TAKERS, DREAM MAKERS

There are those that lock 8t things the way they are, and ask why?
I draam of things that never were, and ask why not?
- Fabart Kanmedy
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Di ENSWEAR & SHOES
Ph 559.233.5351 Fx 559.233.3459

1526 Kern St. Fresno, CA 93706

15% DISCOUNT
Witk days only
Expires Decambar 31, 2008

Bring this coupon
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MARTHEDAL

Solar, Air & Heating

Need a New System‘?

We offer Solar, Air Conditioning and Heating systems

= 10-Year Warranty on your new systerm. We install right!
= Simple Financing - up to $45,000. Easy pay terms that suit you best!

Need Repair or Maintenance?
= Emergency Service - Why wait? Get great service now!
= All Brands & Systems Serviced - We have skilled, well trained, cartified techs.
« One Year Parts Warranty - Many only offer 30 days!

Why Choose Us?

= Up Front Pricing With Wriiten Estimates - Know the price first. No surprises!
= 32 Years of Caring Service - There is a reason. Let us prove it!

266-9525

Gk Lic. 8355108

Americam Stamdard

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Ofekos Barber Shop

|

|

|

|

. (559) 445-1855 |

|

I

_ﬂ_PEH 'F:DAYE A WEEK ’I

9-6 Summer Hours :
25% DISCOUNT

) Winter Hours ortdieipety |

D A S T'Iﬂﬂ'y' Hours Expires December 31, 2008. |

Bring this coupon. I

Family Owned :

~ Ofelia- Store Owner I

David- Barber 1519 Kern St. |

John- Barber Fresno, CA 93706

% Year-Round
¥ Horse Racing!

10:30am - 10:30pm
Wednesday — Monday

Ikt b 16 o piary

Live Satellite Wagermg 52 Weeks A Year!

Stan Jones

Enterprises

1012 ‘E’ Street
Fresno, California

Food Remedies

Without Medications

(No More Sde Effects
No More Meds)

Wednesdays at 7pm
Cost: $8.00 per person

‘E’ Street Gym

*Boxing
*Weightlifting &
*Exercise Classes

(No more Lypo or Tummy Tucks)

Get Fit The Natural Way
“No Contracts’

Old School Workouts!

(559) 213-5654
Stan Jones

Bever age will be served

(559) 213-5654
Stan Jones

- 55 grandstand admission

- All the best U.S. horse racing tracks via satellite

- Big screen TV's for viewing

- New VIP Suite just $3 more = includes
plasma screens & private wagering

1121 5. Chance Ave, Fresno
www.FresnoFair.com - 559.650.FAIR

Bring This Ad To
The Starting Gate

To Receive
$1 Off Admission!

Valid through Dacembar 31, 2008.
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No Bust BlackJack % Pai Gow Poker
3-Card Poker ¢ Texas Hold‘em

Satellite Horse Racing
Full Bar & Restaurant

Free Parking ¢ Smoke Free
Banquet Facility

(999) 497-3000

1033 Van Ness Avenue ¥ Fresno, CA 93721
(Corner of Tulare & Van Ness)
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pundits — even some Re-
publicans — questioned his
motives. Another plan to
seize momentum had fiz-
Zled.

“If he had executed it
well, it would have been a
much harder fight,” Pfeiffer
says.

And Obama, whose team
prided itself on long-term
strategy rather than tactics,
reaped the benefits.

Pundits were saying Oba-
ma, the freshman senator,
appeared steady and reas-
suring. The Democrats —
led by their candidate —
were repeatedly labeling
McCain as “erratic.” Soon
others were saying it, too.

The next week as the fi-
nancial markets continued
to fluctuate wildly, the Mc-
Cain camp made a big deci-
sion in the battleground
Midwest: It decided to pull
ads and staff from Michi-
gan, a traditionally blue
state the Republican sena-
tor had hoped to grab.

The economy was tank-
ing, and so, too were Mc-
Cain’'s numbers in Michi-
gan. “That,” one McCain
aide says, “was the death
knell.”

Later on, McCain aides
seemed to telegraph their
moves, telling reporters
they wanted to turn the
page from the economy be-
cause it was alosing issue.

Those statements,
Plouffe says, were a “gift.”
They allowed his campaign
to argue that persona at-
tacks against Obama were
simply diversions — and
nothing more.

Foreign policy was the
topic of the first debate.
Obama's team wanted it
that way. This was Mc-
Cain's strength. If Obama
performed well, it would be
a boon.

But debates are about
more than what’s said on
stage. Spin matters. Before.
And after.

Obama's campaign em-
ployed a common strategy:
Minimize your candidate’s
abilities. Pump up the op-

ponent. (McCain's people,
of course, would do the op-
posite.)

The Obama camp e-
mailed reporters a memo
pointing to pundits touting
McCain's debating skills as

“unparalleled” and Oba-
ma’s as “uneven” and “too
professorial.”

Pfeiffer, the communica-
tions chief, says it wasn't a
hard argument to make.

“Given our performance
in the debates in the prima-
ry it was not particularly
challenging to lower expec-
tations,” he says.

The night of the debate,
Valerie Jarrett, an adviser
and close friend of both
Barack and Michelle Oba-
ma, was on hand in Oxford,
Miss.

It had been amost two
years since she had sat next
to Obama at an Urban
League dinner in Chicago
and watched people button-
hole the senator with one
question: Are you going to
run for president?

“So what do you think?’
he had asked her that night.

“Seize the moment,” she
advised him.

Jarrett remembered after
Obama lost in New Hamp-
shire, it was he who had
consoled her, telling her
“this will turn out to have
been a good thing.”

An hour before the de-
bate, she knocked on Oba-
ma’s door to wish him good
luck. She knew much was
riding on this night. Her
fear was palpable.

“He took a look at my
face, he put a hand on my
shoulder,” she recalls, and
said, “‘Valerie, I've got
this.””

Obama was calm, some-
times too much so for sup-
porters, who had urged him
to go on the attack.

Axelrod, his strategist,
was not.

As he left the green room
shortly before the debate
began, he recadls: “lI was
sick to my stomach. | knew
the stakes. I'm thinking to
myself there’s probably 50,
60, 70 million people going

to watch this thing. We had-
n't debated before. We did-
n't know what he (McCain)
would bring.”

The campaign had goals:
Deliver a clear economic
message. Don't make a
mistake. Look presidential.

Afterward, some of Oba-
ma's advisers chartered a
plane from Mississippi to
Chicago, flying out late Fri-
day night to rush home to
be in place early on Satur-
day. Heading to the airport,
they held a conference call
with their strategists and
advertising team.

Typically, it's important
to highlight one or two de-
bate moments. The Obama
team chose not what Mc-
Cain had said, but what he
had not mentioned: the
middle class.

An ad team stayed up all
night, preparing a commer-
cial.

Across a black screen,
the words appeared:

Number of minutesin de-
bate: 90.

Number of times John
McCain mentioned the
middle class: zero. (Mc-
Cain’'s campaign was
equally quick with an ad
picking up on the frequency
with which Obama said he
agreed with his opponent
that night).

The Obama team arrived
in Chicago at 2:30 a.m. Sat-
urday and by 6 am. the
commercia had been deliv-
ered to the morning TV
shows.

A few hours later, the
team was calling reporters
pitching the results of in-
stant polls of TV viewers
that had called Obama the
winner.

But another part of the
debate — a nonverbal cue
— had also attracted atten-
tion. McCan had not
looked at Obama.

The next week, when Ax-
elrod attended a Chicago
Cubs playoff game, an el-
derly female usher ap-
proached him: “‘I wasn’'t
sure whether | was going to
vote for your guy or for
McCain, but I’'m with Oba-

ma now,”” he recalls her
saying.

“Why?" Axelrod asked.

“1 don’t like the way Mc-
Cain didn’t look at him dur-
ing that debate,” she said.

Obama's strength in the
polls seemed to grow with
each debate and help rebut
accusations that he was
risky and had dubious asso-
ciations, especialy with a
former radical from the
Vietnam War era.

“People look at him and
say he doesn't seem very
threatening, he doesn’t
seem uninformed,” Axelrod
says. “The caricature that
they’ re trying to draw does-
n't square with the reality
that they’re seeing.”

In the beginning, there
was no chartered press
plane, just some budget
flights with two aides.

No giant crowds, just
small groups on the back
roads of lowa.

No throngs chanting his
name, just some people
wondering how to pro-
nounce it.

It had been an improba-
ble journey, but for Axelrod
there never was any doubt
of the final destination.

“We had faith in each
other and in him from the
very beginning,” he says.
“We had the sense that if
we did everything right we
could win this thing. There
was never a time in this
when | said, ‘Well that’s not
going to happen.’”

On Tuesday night, after
Obama had won Pennsylva-
nia and then Ohio, the staff
gathered in the campaign’s
boiler room and applauded.

After TV networks and
The Associated Press de-
clared Obama the nation’s
44th president, top aides
rushed over to the Grant
Park celebration. Standing
near the stage, Pfeiffer saw
a sea of 125,000 people,
many waving American
flags and chanting Obama’s
catch phrase, “Yes, we
can.”

For almost two years,
Pfeiffer had worked for this
very moment.

“It felt like it was an end
and a beginning,” he says.
“The end of along journey
we had been on and the
start of something new.”

World Leaders Reach Out to Ohama...

» Continued from Page 1
the topics at the transition
team’s debut press briefing
in an office building about 10
blocks from the White
House. Another transition of -
fice opened in Chicago, Oba-
ma’s hometown.

Podesta, a former chief of
staff to President Clinton,
praised the “collegial, coop-
erative’ efforts underway be-
tween Obama's team and
President Bush's staff. He
said the incoming Democrat-
ic president will move quick-
ly to appoint a“strong team”
that will include Republicans
In top positions. Podesta aso
signaled that Obama is
preparing to overturn a num-
ber of Bush executive orders,
including one that limits fed-
era funding of embryonic
stem cell research.

Though tackling the eco-
nomic downturn will be
Obama's top priority once he
takes office, Podesta said the
incoming president believes

he should not undercut the
role Bush will play at the Fri-
day-Saturday summit here of
the worlds top 20
economies. “It's not appro-
priate for two people to show
up at this meeting,” he said.
Even so, Podesta said
Obama's team is monitoring
preparations for the summit.
He said Obama economic
adviser Dan Tarullo has a
“good channel of communi-
cation going” with Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson and
with Dan Price, a deputy na-
tional security adviser direct-
ing summit arrangements.
Podesta denied that Bush
told Obama he’'d back addi-
tional aid for the auto indus-
try in exchange for Obama
dropping his opposition to a
Colombian trade deal when
the two men met Monday at
the White House. While they
discussed the plight of the
auto industry and the Colom-
bia trade deal, “there was no
quid pro quo,” Podesta said.

That sentiment was echoed
by White House
spokeswoman Dana Perino.

Still in doubt: the fate of a
beefed-up aid package for
automakers on the verge of
bankruptcy and the trade
deal that the Bush adminis-
tration contends is needed to
aid akey dly inthedrug war.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelos, D-Cdlif., and Senate
Magjority Leader Harry Reid,
D-Nev., issued statements
Tuesday saying they would
convene a post-election ses-
sion of Congress to consider
emergency aid for automak-
ersonly if Bush will sign the
legidation.

Perino said the White
House is waliting to see spe-
cific proposals. “We're anx-
ious to see if the Democrats
are going to come forward
with anything,” she said.

On other transition mat-
ters, Podesta said Obama
will have teams in place by
next week to “complete a

thorough review of over 100
departments, agencies and
commissions of the United
States government” that will
help Obama and Biden make
key policy decisions.

Among those decisions
will be the names of Cabinet
officials. Podesta noted that
only one recent president-
elect, George H.W. Bush in
1988, named a Cabinet nom-
inee  before December.
“We're going to try to accel-
erate that,” Podesta said.
“WEe'll make announcements
when we're ready.”

Podesta said the staff isre-
viewing Bush's executive or-
ders the new president might
reverse and is discussing the
closure of the controversial
prison for foreign terrorism
suspects at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. “Sen. Obama has said
that he intends to close the
facility at Guantanamo,”
Podesta said. “That’s a com-
plicated matter. It's under re-
view.”

“Michelie: A Biography” by Liza Mundy...

» Continued from Page 1
her sights on becoming a
lawyer.

Michelle's family claims
that she was always hard on
her suitors. When she
brought Barack Obama
home for the first time, her
brother Craig said, “I was
thinking, ‘Nice guy. Too bad
hewon't last.”” But last Oba-
ma did. They were married
in 1992.

Friends and former col-
leagues say that it was obvi-
ous that Obama was meant
for apolitical career; in fact,
he told several people that
he aspired to high office.

His new wife was an asset to
that ideal because she intro-
duced him to people who
would further his career, po-
litically. Conversely, he
helped her find jobs that
made a difference in their
nei ghborhood.

So what can we look for-
ward to when the new Presi-
dential family movesinto the
White House? Mundy says
that Michelle Obama has
vowed to help families. She
loves children and has a-
ways strived to make her life
meaningful. Breaking down
self-segregation is important
to her, as is bringing people

together.

Reading “Michelle’ is a
mixed bag. There's an awful
lot in here that you aready
know, and alot you probably
won't care about.

Author Liza Mundy ad-
mits that she wrote this book
without the help of Obama's
political team (who discour-
aged close friends from talk-
ing), and without access to
Michelle Obama. She even-
tualy found a few people
who would talk, but based on
her vast notes, much of this
book was put together from
magazines, newspapers, and
other articles written on the

future First Lady.

On the other hand, there
are enough “AHA!” nuggets
in this book to keep your in-
terest and to keep you turn-
ing pages. The interviews
seem fresh. Some of the sto-
ries weren't overly familiar.
And this book seemsto dig a
little deeper than you' d getin
a fluff-piece magazine arti-
cle.

If you' ve followed politics
for the last twelve months
but need to know more about
the Presdent-elect’s family,
thisis a decent place to start.
“Michelle’ isagood book to
get behind.

By DONNA L EINWAND

USA TobDAY —

Two civil rights groups
and five New Orleans
homeowners sued
Louisiana's hurricane re-
building program Wednes-
day, saying it discrimi-
nates against more than
20,000 African Americans
whose houses were dam-
aged by Hurricanes Rita
and Katrina.

The class-action suit,
filed in federal court in
Washington, alleges the
Louisiana Road Home
program awards smaller
rebuilding grants to black
homeowners than white
homeowners. It says the
state program’s formula
for calculating the grants
— approved by the U.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
— is biased against homes
in predominantly black
neighborhoods.

“HUD and Louisiana
have failed to honor the
noble promise of this pro-
gram,” says civil rights
lawyer Joseph Sellers,
who represents the home-
OWners.

The Louisiana Recovery
Authority, which adminis-
ters the $11 billion hous-
ing redevelopment pro-
gram, bases grants on the
pre-storm value of the
house or the rebuilding
cost, whichever is less.
The authority had awarded
$7.3 billion by Oct. 28, its
weekly report says.

The lawsuit says home
values in predominately
black neighborhoods are
lower than those of similar

homes in white neighbor-
hoods.

Sellers says the authori-
ty and HUD, which over-
sees the program, are vio-
lating the federal Fair
Housing Act by relying on
pre-storm value and that
grants should be based on
repair costs.

Shanna Smith, president
of the National Fair Hous-
ing Alliance, says the for-
mula does not account for
the legacy of racial dis-
crimination in the housing
market, which systemical-
ly values houses in black
neighborhoods lower than
those in white neighbor-
hoods. Smith’s group is a
plaintiff in the case, along
with the Greater New Or-
leans Fair Housing Action
Center.

The Louisiana Recovery
Authority said Wednesday
that the state had tried to
address the inequity by
awarding an extra rebuild-
ing grant to low-income
homeowners. “The Road
Home program does not
discriminate,” it said in a
statement. HUD did not
return a call for comment.

Plaintiff Daphne Jones,
58, says she received
$61,000 to make repairs. If
the grant were based on
actual damage to her
home, she says, she would
have received $106,261.
Grants are capped at
$150,000.

Few people have re-
turned to her neighbor-
hood. “It hurts to know
that part of the reason is
that the Road Home says
houses in my community
are worth less,” she says.

Election Shows Deep
Racial Divide in Black
& White Churches...

» Continued from Page 1
reaching out to minorities,
particularly asimmigration
has led to what some call
the “browning” of Ameri-
can Christianity. Right

now, nearly al U.S.
churches serve a single
ethnic group.

While white and black
Christian  conservatives
generally share an opposi-
tion to abortion rights and
gay marriage, they often
split over how to end so-
cia ills such as poverty
and crime.

But the rhetoric this year
went beyond the usual dif-
ferences over worldview,
said Derrick W. Hutchins,
a leader in the Church of
God in Christ. The pre-
dominantly African-Amer-
ican group is Pentecostal
and one of the largest de-
nomination’s in the coun-
try.

Hutchins was angered
by repeated accusations
that he and other black the-
ological conservatives had
abandoned their religious
beliefs simply to vote for
an African-American. The
claims came not only from
white Christians, but also
from some blacks who
backed McCain.

“What they did is insult
our biblical understand-
ing,” said Hutchins, who
voted for Obama and has
backed Demacrats in past
presidential elections.
“The white religious right-
wing determined that if
you didn't vote for Mc-
Cain, you were not meet-
ing a standard of the
Bible.”

The Rev. Kirbyjon Cald-
well, an African-American
Methodist pastor from
Houston, said that some
white Christian conserva-

tives had helped fuel false
rumors that Obama was
Muslim, by questioning
whether he was truly
Christian and caling his
support for abortion rights
“demonic” and “diaboli-
cal.”

Caldwell, an Obama
supporter who backed
President Bush in the past
two elections, said other
candidates have diverged
dramatically from Chris-
tian teachingsin their poli-
cies and personal lives and
have not been maligned as
Obama has.

“Some members of the
Christian community want
to label him as the anti-
Christ,” said Caldwell.
“What has he done to de-
serve that label, when none
of his predecessors are so
characterized?’

But Bishop Harry Jack-
son, an African-American
pastor of Hope Christian
Church in Washington,
D.C., and a McCain sup-
porter, said questions
about Obama’s more liber-
al reading of Scripture was
fair game. Jackson noted
that Obama became an ob-
servant Christian through
the Rev. Jeremiah Wright,
former pastor of Trinity
United Church of Christ in
Chicago.  Videos of
Wright's sermons that cir-
culated widely earlier this
year showed him cursing
the government and accus-
ing it of conspiring against
blacks. Obama eventually
left the church.

“Many, many people
guestion whether Barack
Obama had been under a
legitimate Christian lead-
ership figure,” Jackson
said. “l personaly never
ascribed any vitriolic char-
acter assassination to it.”
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EGORD THE WHOLE STORY FOR YOUR FAMILY HISTOR

Presidential Gampaign, from
Gandidacy to Presidency

For alimited time, the Fresno’'s Black newspaper is offering

a package of 11 back issues (see below) which cover the
most important momentsin Barack Obama’'s Presdential

campaign. Only alimited number of these special packages

are available, so order today to ensure your delivery.

California Advocate’s

PRESIDENTIAL
PACKAGE

TO ORDER CALL
268-0941

TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

$75.00

Plus Shipping
& Handling

VISA, MasterCard Accepted

n The California Volume 41 No. 8 — February 22, 2008 Y

PREMIDENTIAL
PAGKAGE
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that record Obama’s historic 2007-2008

n The California Volume 41 No.3 — January 18, 2008 B
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California General Election
Tuesday, November 4, 2008
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