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BY HOWARD WITT

Barely three weeks
since America elected
its first black president,
noose hangings, racist
graffiti and death
threats have struck
dozens of towns across
the country.

More than 200 such

incidents – including
cross burnings, assassi-
nation betting pools
and effigies of Presi-
dent-elect Barack Oba-
ma – have been report-
ed, according to law en-
forcement authorities
and the Southern
Poverty Law Center,
which monitors hate

groups.
Racist websites have

been boasting that their
servers have been
crashing because of an
exponential increase in
traffic.

And America’s most
potent symbol of racial
hatred, the Ku Klux
Klan, is reasserting it-

self in a spate of recent
violence, after decades
of disorganization and
obscurity.

Nearly two weeks
ago, the leader of a cell
based in Bogalusa, La.
– a backwoods town
once known as the Klan
capital – was charged
Continued on Page 4 UU

White Extremists Lash Out
Over Obama’s Election
More than 200 hate-related incidents reported since election.

BY RASHA MADKOUR

MIAMI (AP) –
A South Florida college student

killed himself by overdosing on
drugs in front of a live online audi-
ence as some computer users egged
him on, some debated his method,
and others tried to talk him out of it.

Abraham Biggs, 19, of Pem-
broke Pines, died Wednesday at his
home from a toxic combination of
opiates and benzodiazepine, a drug
used to treat insomnia and depres-
sion, said Wendy Crane, an investi-
gator with the Broward County
medical examiner’s office.

Authorities say the Broward
Community College student is not
the first person to commit suicide
with a webcam rolling.

It’s unclear how many people
were watching through the Web site
bodybuilding.com. Someone final-
ly notified a site moderator, who
pinpointed Biggs’ location and
called police, but they arrived too
late to save him, Crane said.

Biggs, who used the screen name
“CandyJunkie” on the bodybuild-
ing Web site, started blogging
about plans to kill himself 12 hours

Continued on Page 4 UU

BY DAVID JACKSON
AND SUSAN PAGE
USA TODAY

CHICAGO – 
President-elect Barack Oba-

ma, calling for “sound judgment
and fresh thinking” to address
the nation’s economic crisis, an-
nounced Monday his selection
of Timothy Geithner, president
of the New York Federal Re-
serve, as Treasury secretary, and
Larry Summers, a former Trea-

BY RICK JERVIS, 
USA TODAY

NEW ORLEANS –
Children of displaced

families from Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita have seri-
ous health and mental ail-
ments, a new study says.

The report, released Mon-
day by the New York-based
Children’s Health Fund, re-
viewed medical records of
261 children who lived in a
federally funded Baton
Rouge trailer park until ear-
ly summer. It is the first in-
depth review of children’s
medical and mental health
after the catastrophic storms
in 2005 that displaced thou-
sands of families throughout
the Gulf Coast.

After Katrina, the Chil-
dren’s Health Fund, a non-
profit group that provides
health care to children, dis-
patched mobile clinics
across the Gulf Coast, in-
cluding one outside Renais-
sance Village in Baton
Rouge, then the largest Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency trailer park in
the region. The Children’s
Health Fund used medical
data gathered from that clin-

ic to conduct the survey,
says Irwin Redlener, presi-
dent of the group and the
study’s author.

One of the most alarming
findings: 41% of children
younger than 4 were diag-
nosed with iron-deficiency
anemia, more than double
the rate of children living in
New York City homeless
shelters, Redlener says.

“This is a very big prob-
lem that has not been fo-
cused on at all in the Gulf
Coast,” Redlener says.

Other findings:
• 55% of elementary-

school-aged children had a
behavior or learning prob-
lem.

• 42% of children were di-
agnosed with allergic rhini-
tis, known as hay fever,
and/or upper respiratory in-
fection.

• 24% had a cluster of up-
per respiratory, allergic and
skin ailments.

Heidi Sinclair, a Baton
Rouge pediatrician who
helped run the Children’s
Health Fund clinic there,
says she saw disturbingly
high rates of respiratory
problems and skin rashes

Continued on Page 6 UU

Rev. Jeremiah Wright,
Barack Obama’s controver-
sial former pastor,  says
watching the TV returns on
election night was bitter-
sweet, the Associated Press
reports.

“It was like a mixed bag
of being proud of him
(Obama) and being blessed
to have lived to see some-

thing my parents would
never have believed, was
going to happen while at
the same time having been
put up as the whipping boy
by the media to be the
weapon of mass destruc-
tion to destroy his candida-
cy,” he tells Sirius XM ra-
dio host Mark Thompson in

Continued on Page 4 UU

Obama   
Chooses 

Economic   
Team

sury secretary, as head of the
National Economic Council.

Obama also named Christina
Romer, an economics professor
at the University of California
at Berkeley, to chair his Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers, and

Melody Barnes, of the Center
for American Progress, as di-
rector the Domestic Policy
Council.

In making the announce-
ment, Obama said the country

Continued on Page 4 UU

Black Teen
Commits 
Suicide on 
Internet 
in Front of 
Webcam

Children from FEMA
Trailer Park Battle
Health Problems

Rev. Wright Says Election
Night was Bittersweet

BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY

With a new album and two movies on
the horizon, it appears the Season of Bey-
once has begun.

Then again, one could argue that it’s al-
ways Beyonce season.

Two years ago, it was all about the re-
lease of her second CD, “B’Day” and her
starring role in the movie “Dreamgirls.”
Last year, her “Irreplaceable” was up for a
top Grammy and she was on a world tour.
And this year, besides a high-profile
Grammy performance with Tina Turner,
her hush-hush marriage to Jay-Z and ap-
pearances on hit remixes with Justin Tim-
berlake and Usher generated headlines.

Though it may have been hard to tell,
she actually did take a yearlong hiatus

Continued on Page 6 UU

BEYONCE 
a bit more
‘FIERCE’

The Fresno West
Coalition for Economic
Development FWCED
held its fourth annual l
Risk Takers, Dream
Makers Awards Lun-
cheon November 18 at
the Radisson Hotel.

Keith Kelley, Execu-

tive Director of
FWCED,  stated that
the event was the
largest and the most
successful to date.
Over 500 guests were
in attendance  to honor
four Fresno residents
listed below:

FWCED Holds Fourth Annual

Risk Takers,
Dream Makers
Luncheon

2008 Award Recipients

• LA’VERA ETHRIDGE-WILLIAMS, a long-time West Fresno
businesswoman who received the 2008 South West Fresno Busi-
ness Award.

• STEPHEN D. GEIL received the 2008 Fresno County Commu-
nity Service Award. Geil  is president/CEO of the Economic De-
velopment Corp., serving Fresno County; and, he is  Chairman of
the Board of Geil Enterprises, Inc.

• REV. FLOYD D. HARRIS JR. Community Activist, received
the 2008 Southwest Fresno Community Leader Award, and 

• JESSE D. ANDREWS, a 17-year-old Edison High School Se-
nior, received the 2008 President’s Award.

La’Vera Ethridge-
Williams

Stephen D. GeilRev. Floyd D. 
Harris Jr.

Jesse D. Andrews
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Thanksgiving and Christmas Day:
Call 621-1460

for Fixed-Route Information

Call 443-5650
for Handy Ride Information
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Handy Ride service will be available 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Please call 443-5650 one day 
prior to your desired trip.

HANDY RIDE
Holiday Service

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
20

EDCBA

ABCDE

900 905 913 921 925
1000 1005 1013 1021 1025
1100 1105 1113 1121 1125
1200 1205 1213 1221 1225
100 105 113 121 125
200 205 213 221 225
300 305 313 321 325
400 405 413 421 425
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McKINLEY
PALM

BRAWLEY
WAL MART

MARKS
SHAW

McKINLEY
BLACKSTONE

930 933 941 949 955
1030 1033 1041 1049 1055
1130 1133 1141 1149 1155
1230 1233 1241 1249 1255
130 133 141 149 155
230 233 241 249 255
330 333 341 349 355
430 433 441 449 455

BRAWLEY
WAL MART

SHAW
MARKS

HUGHES
SHIELDS

McKINLEY
PALM

McKINLEY
BLACKSTONE

N. Hughes/N. Marks/Downtown

SOUTHBOUND

-- -- -- -- 900 908 915 925
929 934 947 955 1000 1008 1015 1024

1029 1034 1047 1055 1100 1108 1115 1124
1129 1134 1147 1155 1200 1208 1215 1224
1229 1234 1247 1255 100 108 115 124
129 134 147 155 200 208 215 224
229 234 247 255 300 308 315 324
329 334 347 355 400 408 415 424
429 434 447 455 -- -- -- --

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

WEST
SHIELDS

OLIVE
VAN NESS

TULARE
PEACH

WEST
SHAW

DEPART
SHELTER L

CLOVIS
KINGS

CANYON
TULARE
CEDAR

IFEDCB GE

22 North West Ave./East Tulare Ave.

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
32

NORTH
ELM

MARTIN
LUTHER KING

JENSEN
LEAVE

SHELTER B
FRESNO
CLINTON

LEAVE
MANCHESTER

CENTER
FRESNO
SHAW

FRESNO
HERNDON

LEAVE
EL PASO

ARRIVE
SHELTER B

-- -- -- -- -- -- 905 915 923
900 903 912 925 930 950 955 1005 1013
950 953 1002 1015 1020 1040 1045 1055 1103

1040 1043 1052 1105 1110 1130 1135 1145 1153
1130 1133 1142 1155 1200 1220 1225 1235 1243
1220 1223 1232 1245 1250 110 115 125 133

110 113 122 135 140 200 205 215 223
200 203 212 225 230 250 255 305 313
250 253 302 315 320 340 345 355 403
340 343 352 405 410 430 435 445 453
430 433 440 450 454 510 -- -- --

FRESNO
CLINTON

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

MARTIN
LUTHER KING

JENSEN
NORTH

ELM

-- -- -- 900 912 920 929 936 945
923 926 940 945 957 1010 1019 1026 1035

1013 1016 1030 1035 1047 1100 1109 1116 1125
1103 1106 1120 1125 1137 1150 1159 1206 1215
1153 1156 1210 1215 1227 1240 1249 1256 105
1243 1246 100 105 117 130 139 146 155
133 136 150 155 207 220 229 236 245
223 226 240 245 257 310 319 326 335
313 316 330 335 347 400 409 416 425
403 406 420 425 433 440 447 453 500

FRESNO
SHAW

FRESNO
HERNDON

ARRIVE
EL PASO

LEAVE
MANCHESTER

CENTER
LEAVE

SHELTER L

GFEDCBA F H

ABCDEFG FH

N. Fresno/Manchester Center/W. Fresno

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
NE Fresno/North First/West Fresno 34

-- -- -- -- -- -- 905 915 922
902 911 917 927 942 950 955 1005 1012
952 1001 1007 1017 1032 1040 1045 1055 1102

1042 1051 1057 1107 1122 1130 1135 1145 1152
1132 1141 1147 1157 1212 1220 1225 1235 1242
1222 1231 1237 1247 102 110 115 125 132
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1015 1018 1030 1035 1042 1057 1107 1112 1117 1125
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1155 1158 1210 1215 1222 1237 1247 1252 1257 105
1245 1248 100 105 112 127 137 142 147 155
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225 228 240 245 252 307 317 322 327 335
315 318 330 335 342 357 407 412 417 425
402 405 415 420 425 435 443 447 451 457

G G H IFEDCA

GGHI ABCDEFWESTBOUND

EASTBOUND
Olive Crosstown 35

915 927 932 936 940 944 948 955
1000 1012 1017 1021 1025 1029 1033 1040
1045 1057 1102 1106 1110 1114 1118 1125
1130 1142 1147 1151 1155 1159 1203 1210
1215 1227 1232 1236 1240 1244 1248 1255
100 112 117 121 125 129 133 140
145 157 202 206 210 214 218 225
230 242 247 251 255 259 303 310
315 327 332 336 340 344 348 355
400 412 417 421 425 429 433 440
440 449 453 456 459 503 507 511
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1045 1050 1055 1059 1104 1109 1115 1125
1130 1135 1140 1144 1149 1154 1200 1210
1215 1220 1225 1229 1234 1239 1245 1255
100 105 110 114 119 124 130 140
145 150 155 159 204 209 215 225
230 235 240 244 249 254 300 310
315 320 325 329 334 339 345 355
400 405 410 414 419 424 430 440
440 444 447 450 454 458 502 510
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GH BF E D C A

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND

849 900 909 918 933 941 956 1010
949 1000 1009 1018 1033 1041 1056 1110

1049 1100 1109 1118 1133 1141 1156 1210
1149 1200 1209 1218 1233 1241 1256 110
1249 100 109 118 133 141 156 210
149 200 209 218 233 241 256 310
249 300 309 318 333 341 356 410
336 347 356 405 420 428 443 457
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SHAW
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CENTER
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38

915 926 940 948 1001 1013 1022 1036
1015 1026 1040 1048 1101 1113 1122 1136
1115 1126 1140 1148 1201 1213 1222 1236
1215 1226 1240 1248 101 113 122 136

115 126 140 148 201 213 222 236
215 226 240 248 301 313 322 336
315 326 340 348 401 413 422 436
410 418 428 433 452 500 506 515
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North Cedar/Jensen/Hinton Center

EASTBOUND

WESTBOUND
33 Belmont Crosstown
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MAPLE
BUTLER

MAPLE
KINGS CANYON

BELMONT
MAPLE

930 932 936 941 945 955
1030 1032 1036 1041 1045 1055
1130 1132 1136 1141 1145 1155
1230 1232 1236 1241 1245 1255
130 132 136 141 145 155
230 232 236 241 245 255
330 332 336 341 345 355
430 432 436 441 445 455

FEDCBA

ABCDEF

BELMONT
ABBY

BELMONT
DELNO
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BUTLER

BELMONT
FIRST

BELMONT
MAPLE

MAPLE
KINGS CANYON 

900 909 912 917 921 925
1000 1009 1012 1017 1021 1025
1100 1109 1112 1117 1121 1125
1200 1209 1212 1217 1221 1225
100 109 112 117 121 125
200 209 212 217 221 225
300 309 312 317 321 325
400 409 412 417 421 425

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
30

BLACKSTONE
& NEES

BLACKSTONE
& HERNDON

BLACKSTONE
& SHAW

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CESAR
CHAVEZ

ARRIVE
SHELTER B

EL DORADO
& “E” 

CRYSTAL
& KEARNEY

DEPART
SHELTER B

-- -- -- -- -- -- 905 912 924
904 909 919 930 941 950 955 1002 1014
954 959 1009 1020 1031 1040 1045 1052 1104

1044 1049 1059 1110 1121 1130 1135 1142 1154
1134 1139 1149 1200 1211 1220 1225 1232 1244
1224 1229 1239 1250 101 110 115 122 134

114 119 129 140 151 200 205 212 224
204 209 219 230 241 250 255 302 314
254 259 309 320 331 340 345 352 404
344 349 359P 410 421 430 435 442 454

G HEDCBA F F

GH E ABCDEF

CRYSTAL &
KEARNEY

“E” &
ELDORADO

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

CESAR
CHAVEZ

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

BLACKSTONE
& SHAW

BLACKSTONE
& EL PASO

BLACKSTONE
& NEES

DEPART
SHELTER L

-- -- -- 855 858 916 926 938 946
924 935 940 945 948 1006 1016 1028 1036

1014 1025 1030 1035 1038 1056 1106 1118 1126
1104 1115 1120 1125 1128 1146 1156 1208 1216
1154 1205 1210 1215 1218 1236 1246 1258 106
1244 1255 100 105 108 126 136 148 156

134 145 150 155 158 216 226 238 246
224 235 240 245 248 306 316 328 336
314 325 330 335 338 356 406 418 426
404 415 420 425 428 446 456 508 516
454 501 506 -- -- -- -- -- --

Pinedale/N. Blackstone/ West Fresno

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
28

VENTURA
CEDAR

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

FIRST
SHAW

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

SHAW
CEDAR

DEPART
SHELTER L

KINGS CANYON
WINERY

CEDAR
GETTYSBURG

-- -- -- -- -- 915 923 929 938
940 942 946 955 1010 1015 1023 1029 1038

1040 1042 1046 1055 1110 1115 1123 1129 1138
1140 1142 1146 1155 1210 1215 1223 1229 1238
1240 1242 1246 1255 110 115 123 129 138
140 142 146 155 210 215 223 229 238
240 242 246 255 310 315 323 329 338
340 342 346 355 410 415 423 429 438
440 442 446 455 510 -- -- -- --

E HFDC G IFB

F CE DI FG B

VENTURA
CEDAR

KINGS CANYON
WINERY

SHAW
CEDAR

FIRST
SHAW

ARRIVE
SHELTER A

DEPART
SHELTER A

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CEDAR
GETTYSBURG

-- -- -- 900 915 924 928 933
939 945 955 1000 1015 1024 1028 1033

1039 1045 1055 1100 1115 1124 1128 1133
1139 1145 1155 1200 1215 1224 1228 1233
1239 1245 1255 100 115 124 128 133
139 145 155 200 215 224 228 233
239 245 255 300 315 324 328 333
339 345 355 400 415 424 428 433
439 445 455 -- -- -- -- --

CSUF/Manchester Center/Ventura Ave.

WEST/NORTH

SOUTH/EAST

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

PALM
SHIELDS

BUTLER
CHESTNUT

NEES
BLACKSTONE

PALM
HERNDON

DEPART
SHELTER L

FRESNO
AIRPORT

-- -- -- -- 830 843 858
848 855 908 925 930 943 958
948 955 1008 1025 1030 1043 1058

1048 1055 1108 1125 1130 1143 1158
1148 1155 1208 1225 1230 1243 1258
1248 1255 108 125 130 143 158
148 155 208 225 230 243 258
248 255 308 325 330 343 358
348 355 408 425 430 443 458

26
ED FCBA D

DE ABCDE

-- -- -- 900 915 928 940
925 940 955 1000 1015 1028 1040

1025 1040 1055 1100 1115 1128 1140
1125 1140 1155 1200 1215 1228 1240
1225 1240 1255 100 115 128 140
125 140 155 200 215 228 240
225 240 255 300 315 328 340
325 340 355 400 415 428 440
425 440 450 -- -- -- --

ARRIVE
SHELTER A

FRESNO
AIRPORT

PALM
SHIELDS

HERNDON
PALM

DEPART
SHELTER A

NEES
BLACKSTONE

BUTLER
CHESTNUT

North Palm/Peach Avenue

Clinton Avenue Crosstown39

C B ACBA D D

858 920 928 937
958 1020 1028 1037

1058 1120 1128 1137
1158 1220 1228 1237
1258 120 128 137

158 220 228 237
258 320 328 337
358 420 428 437

CLINTON
WEST

SHIELDS
BRAWLEY

MANCHESTER
TRANSIT
CENTER

MANCHESTER
TRANSIT
CENTER

CLINTON
WEST

SHIELDS
BRAWLEY

FRESNO
AIRPORT

845 852 905 925
945 952 1005 1025

1145 1152 1205 1225
1045 1052 1105 1125
1245 1252 105 125
145 152 205 225
245 252 305 325
345 352 405 425

FRESNO
AIRPORT

EASTBOUND WESTBOUND

WESTBOUND

EASTBOUND
14

MARKS
SHAW

SHIELDS
WEST

ARRIVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR

LEAVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR
SHIELDS
CEDAR

CHESTNUT
CLINTON

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

MAPLE
CHURCH

910 920 930 935 945 950 1000 1005
1010 1020 1030 1035 1045 1050 1100 1105
1110 1120 1130 1135 1145 1150 1200 1205
1210 1220 1230 1235 1245 1250 100 105

110 120 130 135 145 150 200 205
210 220 230 235 245 250 300 305
310 320 330 335 345 350 400 405
410 420 430 435 445 450 500 505

N. Marks Ave./Shields Ave./VMC

910 915 925 930 940 945 952 1007
1010 1015 1025 1030 1040 1045 1052 1107
1110 1115 1125 1130 1140 1145 1152 1207
1210 1215 1225 1230 1240 1245 1252 107

110 115 125 130 140 145 152 207
210 215 225 230 240 245 252 307

CHURCH
MAPLE

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

CHESTNUT
CLINTON

SHIELDS
CEDAR

ARRIVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR

DEPART
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR
SHIELDS

WEST
MARKS
SHAW

C GFEDCA B

F D CC B AEG

CALL CALL (559559) 621-RIDE 621-RIDECALL (559) 621-RIDE

Fresno FAX Thanksgiving/Christmas Service
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For a limited time, the Fresno’s Black newspaper is offering
a package of 11 back issues (see below) which cover the
most important moments in Barack Obama’s Presidential
campaign.  Only a limited number of these special packages
are available, so order today to ensure your delivery.
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r. Martin Luther King Jr. literally gave his life so that
African Americans would some day have the opportunity
to achieve their goals based on their character rather than
the color of their skin. 

Senator Barak Obama’s bid for the Democratic nominee
for president of the United States of America represented
what Dr. King articulated some 40 years ago.

Obama’s success in winning the Iowa caucuses, running a close sec-
ond in the New Hampshire primary, his high polling numbers in South
Carolina and Nevada, his endorsement by Senator John Kerry and oth-
er high ranking white elected officials, is good reason for Africans
Americans to celebrate what could be the end of the racial divide that
has prevented white people from voting in great numbers for a viable
Black candidate for the highest political office in the country.

Obama’s ability to inspire a cross section of Americans –  especially
young people –  to be involved in bringing about much-needed change
in the way this country is run, is a reminder of how Dr. King was able
to inspire people from all walks of life, to rise up against racial dis-
crimination and hatred.

His positive message of “Yes We Can!” harkens back to Dr. King’s
message of hope in a time when there seemed to be no hope to end the
plight of African Americans who, for centuries, had endured the cruel
treatment heaped upon them by unrelenting oppressors who viewed
Dr. King as a threat to the American way of life.

With the presence of his wife and two lovely daughters by his side
on the campaign trail, Obama presents a positive image of the Black
famly which is an inspiration to all people who espouse “family val-
ues” and “hard work” as the DNA for success in this country.

Obama graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University Law
School where he was elected the first black president of the Harvard
Review. His work as a Civil Rights lawyer and his community organiz-
ing skills  propelled him to the Illinois State Senate and to the U. S.
Senate where he presently serves as the only Black United States Sen-
ator.  

To be sure, Barak Obama has benefitted greatly from the sacrifices
made by Dr. King and others in the Civil Rights Movement. In fact,
Obama represents what the movement was all about, and his success
should be applauded by those who truly believed that, if given the
chance, the son of a Black man could become President of the United
States of America.

African American voters from throughout the country should go to
the polls in great numbers and join in the efforts of all Americans to
elect Barak Obama, not because he is Black, but because he is quali-
fied to bring the change that will give this country back to the people.

Dr. King would be gratified to see that his hard work and sacrifice
was not in vain. And, that the election of Barak Obama to lead this
country in the 21st century is the realization that we have finally
OVERCOME.

Nears a Reality
In Obama’s Bid
for President

D

Dr. King’s Dream

COMMENTARY BY
LES KIMBER

CALIFORNIA
ADVOCATE FOUNDER

“I am happy to join with    
you today in what will go

down in history as the
greatest demonstration for
freedom in the history of 
our nation.”

– Martin Luther King, Jr.

King’s ‘I Have a
Dream’ Speech

See Page 7

Martin Luther
King Timeline

See Page 6
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WASHINGTON – Barack Obama has won 11 consec-
utive primaries and caucuses since Super Tuesday in
his bid for the Democratic Party’s nomination for
President.

Obama’s blowout victories in Wisconsin and
Hawaii last Tuesday, put him out front in number of
delegates, besting opponent Hillary Clinton by 150
elected delegates, leading Clinton into the March 4th
primaries in Texas, Ohio and Vermont.

Obama has a total of 1,319 elected delegates; Clin-
ton has 1,250.

Barack Obama cruised past a fading Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton in the Wisconsin primary Tuesday night,
gaining the upper hand in a Democratic presidential
race for the ages.

It was Obama’s eleventh straight victory over the
past three weeks and left the former first lady in des-
perate need of a comeback in a race she long com-
manded as front-runner.

“The change we seek is still months and miles
away,” Obama told a boisterous crowd in Houston in
a speech in which he also pledged to end the war in
Iraq in his first year in office.

“I opposed this war in 2002. I will bring this war to
an end in 2009. It is time to bring our troops home,”
he declared.

Sen. John McCain, the Republican front-runner,
won a pair of primaries, in Wisconsin and Washington,
to continue his march toward certain nomination.

In a race growing increasingly negative, Obama cut
deeply into Clinton’s political bedrock in Wisconsin,
splitting the support of white women almost evenly
with her. According to polling place interviews, he al-

Continued on Page 8 U

Obama: 11 Consecutive Wins
‘YES WE CAN!’

RIGHT: Presidential candidate Barack Obama has won 11 con-
secutive primaries and caucuses since Super Tuesday.

BY DAVID ESPO

WASHINGTON (AP) – In a fresh
sign of trouble for Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, one of the former
first lady’s congressional black
supporters intends to vote for
Barack Obama at the Democratic
National Convention, and a sec-
ond, more prominent lawmaker is
openly discussing a possible
switch.

Rep. David Scott’s defection
and Rep. John Lewis’ remarks
highlight one of the challenges
confronting Clinton in a campaign
that pits a black man against a
woman for a nomination that his-
torically has been the exclusive
property of white men.

“You’ve got to represent the
wishes of your constituency,”
Scott said in an interview Wednes-
day in the Capitol. “My proper po-
sition would be to vote the wishes
of my constituents.” The third-
term lawmaker represents a dis-
trict that gave more than 80 per-
cent of its vote to Obama in the
Feb. 5 Georgia primary.

Lewis, whose Atlanta-area dis-
trict voted 3-to-1 for Obama, said
he is not ready to abandon his
backing for the former first lady.
But several associates said the na-
tionally known civil rights figure
has become increasingly torn

about his early endorsement of
Clinton. They spoke on condition
of anonymity, citing private con-
versations.

In an interview, Lewis likened
Obama to Robert F. Kennedy in
his ability to generate campaign
excitement, and left open the pos-
sibility he might swing behind the
Illinois senator. “It could (hap-
pen). There’s no question about it.
It could happen with a lot of peo-

Continued on Page 8 U

Black Lawmakers Rethink
Support for Hillary Clinton

Hillary Clinton

BY CHARLES BABINGTON

WASHINGTON (AP) –
Barack Obama is attracting
jaw-dropping crowds at stop
after stop. Democratic rival
Hillary Rodham Clinton
would be thrilled with her
own big turnouts except that
his are so much bigger.

Political insiders are un-
sure what to make of it all:
No one has seen these kinds
of crowds so long before
Election Day.

Do to-the-rafters audi-
ences in the primaries mean
Obama will win the Demo-
cratic nomination? Or do
they simply represent highly
motivated fans who eventu-
ally could yield to a quieter
but larger number of voters
for Clinton? Or for the Re-
publican nominee in
November?

While some major Repub-
lican candidates were strug-
gling to draw 800 people
just before the Feb. 5 pri-

maries, Obama spoke before
54,000 on a three-stop Sat-
urday. That was approach-
ing the population of Wilm-
ington, Delaware, where he
drew 20,000 the next day,
which also was the football
championship Super Bowl
Sunday.

Within 24 hours last
weekend, Clinton drew
45,000 people in three cities
in Virginia and Maryland.

The crowds were reflect-
Continued on Page 8 U

Obama Packs Arenas Months Before Election
Will The Large Crowds Mean Votes in November?

OHIO (AP) – Spike
Lee told a crowd at
the University of
Dayton to “do the
right thing” in this
year’s presidential
election.

“We are living in
some very exciting
times,” Lee said
Monday. “And the
months leading up to
the election in
November will deter-
mine which way this
country is going to
go; forward or back-
ward. It’s up to you to
do the right thing.”

He said he sup-
ports Barack Obama
for the Democratic
nomination.

Dressed in a
sweater, jeans and
ball cap, Lee spoke
of growing up in
New York City, being
a fairly average stu-
dent at Morehouse
College in Atlanta,
and becoming a di-
rector.

“At first, I didn’t
know that people ac-
tually made movies,”

Lee said of his child-
hood. “We would go
to the movies on the
weekend and stay un-
til our parents
dragged us out.

“I didn’t decide to
become a filmmaker
until I went to col-
lege. But I did realize
that the richness of
the African-Ameri-
can experience that I
saw on the corner ev-
ery day was not on
the screen.”

Last week, Lee
was in Columbus to
receive the $50,000
Wexner Prize that
recognizes innova-
tion, and integrity
among artists.

Spike Lee Backs
Barack Obama

Spike Lee

CANDIDATE STATES DELEGATES

BARACK
OBAMA 24 1319

HILLARY
CLINTON 12 1250

CANDIDATE STATES DELEGATES

UPCOMING DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES

 March 4 U Ohio, Rhode Island
   Texas, Vermont
 March 8 U Wyoming
 March 11 U Mississippi
 April 12 U Pennsylvania
 May 3 U Guam
 May 6 U Indiana, North Carolina
 May 13 U West Virginia
 May 20 U Kentucky, Oregon
 June 3 U Montana, South Dakota
 June 7 U Puerto Rico

ELECTION
RESULTS
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES

‘Great Debaters’
Tops NAACP
Image Awards

Denzel Washington in “The Great Debaters.”

BY RYAN PEARSON

LOS ANGELES – (AP)
Denzel Washington’s “The
Great Debaters” and Tyler
Perry’s TBS series “House
of Payne” took top honors
at Thursday night’s
NAACP Image Awards.

“The Great Debaters”
was named top film, while
acting prizes went to its
stars Washington, Jurnee
Smollett and teenager
Denzel Whitaker. Wash-
ington also directed the

film, based on the real-life
victories of a black debat-
ing team in the 1930s.

“I’ll be at that other
show next week, but my
heart is here,” said Wash-
ington, who is a presenter
at the Feb. 24 Academy
Awards. “I’m just so hap-
py to see these young peo-
ple get recognized.”

“Tyler Perry’s House of
Payne” won for comedy
series, and its stars LaVan
Davis and Lance Gross

Continued on Page 8 U
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Barack Obama effectively
clinched the Democratic
presidential nomination
Tuesday after a grueling
marathon, based on an Asso-
ciated Press tally of conven-
tion delegates, becoming the
first black candidate ever to

lead his party into a fall
campaign for the White
House.

Campaigning on an insis-
tent call for change, Obama
outlasted former first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton in a
historic race that sparked
record turnout in primary af-
ter primary, yet exposed

deep racial and gender divi-
sions within the party.

The tally was based on
public declarations from
delegates as well as from
another 15 who have con-
firmed their intentions to the
AP. It also included 11 dele-
gates Obama was guaran-

Continued on Page 8 U

LONDON (AP) — 
Excitement about Barack

Obama emerged as a global
phenomenon Wednesday as
commentators and citizens
around the world welcomed
the news that he had sealed
the Democratic presidential
nomination.

The excitement appeared
less over Obama’s proposed
policies than a sense that the
candidacy of an African
American with relatives in
Africa and childhood

Tonight, after fifty-four hard-fought con-
tests, our primary season has finally come
to an end. 

Sixteen months have passed since we
first stood together on the steps of the Old
State Capitol in Springfield, Illinois. Thou-
sands of miles have been traveled. Millions
of voices have been heard. And because of
what you said – because you decided that
change must come to Washington; because

Continued on Page 6 U

Trelani K. Johnson at-
tends Harvest (Hawks) El-
ementary School where he
has received Awards in-
cluding the “Perfect Atten-
dance Award” for the
school year. 

Favorite subject: En-
glish, because  “I love
writing, and expressing
myself on paper.”

Future Goals: Attend
Cal-Berkley University or
Fresno State University,
and earn a degree in Com-
puter Science.

Favorite Sport: football;
favorite players: Darren
MacFaddon, Tim Brown,
and Jamarcus Russell. Fa-
vorite Basketball Player:
Kobe Bryant. 

Hobbies: Model cars
and skateboarding.

Chantale Lavone John-
son, currently a Lecturer
and  Research Technician
at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, received
her degree of Master of
Science in Biology with
honors, on May 16, 2008
at the California State
University, Fresno cere-
mony. She previously re-
ceived her Bachelor of
Science degree at Xavier
University in Louisiana.

Devin Troy Johnson
has been very active in
Buchanan High School
during his four years of at-
tendance.  He was presi-
dent of the African Ameri-
can Student Union, (AA-
SU) and wrote several
scripts for their Black His-
tory Month performances.
He performed in the the-
ater production of Mid-
summer Nights Dream by
Shakespeare and also par-
ticipated in  Latin Dance
competitions, where he
was awarded the most out-
standing performance.
Devin has danced sang,
performed monologues
and acted all throughout
high school. In addition, he
was a peer counselor, at-
tended conferences and
performed community ser-
vice. During his junior and
senior years, Devin has
successfully maintained a
part time job.  Devin will
attend Willow Internation-
al Community College,
then transfer to Morehouse
College in Atlanta, where
he plans to receive degrees
in Computer Science and
Performing Arts.

Chantale Lavone Johnson

Devin Troy Johnson

Trelani K. Johnson

Brittany Edwards

Brittany Edwards has
received her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Biolo-
gy from Spelman College
in Atlanta, GA. She trans-
ferred to Spelman after
leaving Xavier Universi-
ty in New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina. Brit-
tany was selected for a
2008-2009 Rotary Inter-
national Ambassadorial
Scholarship where she
will travel to Guadala-
jara, Jalisco Mexico and
serve the community with
local Rotary Clubs and
study public health at the
University in Guadala-
jara. Brittany plans to
earn her MPH and MD
degrees and become an
OB/GYN. Brittany is a
proud graduate of Edison
High School where she
served as 2003-2004 Stu-
dent Body President. Her
parents are Terri and
Jerone Edwards of Fres-
no, CA.

World Welcomes Obama Victory

Spelman College 
Rotary International
Ambassadorial
Scholarship

WASHINGTON (AP) –
Secretary of State Con-

doleezza Rice, the highest-
ranking black member of
the Bush administration,
congratulated Barack Oba-
ma Wednesday on his histo-
ry-making achievement in
securing the Democratic
presidential nomination.

Obama on Tuesday gath-
ered enough delegates to
seize the nomination, be-
coming the first black candi-
date ever to lead his party
toward the White House. He
bested Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, capping a primary
fight that was originally ex-

Continued on Page 8 U

COLUMBIA SC –
In answer to host Mark

Quinn’s question of what it
felt like for him to watch pre-
sumptive Democratic Presi-
dential Candidate Barack
Obama take the stage to de-
liver his victory speech, SC
Congressman James

Clyburn, long associated
with the Civil Rights move-
ment, admitted he so feared
being overcome by emotion
in public, he left the event
and went home to savor the
moment in private. 

The entire interview can 
Continued on Page 8 U

Under Pressure,
Clinton Finally 
Steps Aside
BY JILL LAWRENCE,
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON –
In the end, it took less than

24 hours for Hillary Rodham
Clinton to adapt to her par-
ty’s new political order.

The New York senator
will end her quest for the
Democratic presidential
nomination late this week,
according to a senior cam-
paign aide and a top

fundraiser who said they
could not talk on the record
because they were not au-
thorized to comment on the
plan.

Clinton’s campaign issued
a less-than-definitive state-
ment saying she would host
an event here Saturday “to
thank her supporters and ex-
press her support for Sen.
Obama and party unity.” The

Continued on Page 8 U

Rice Congratulates 
Obama on Nomination

Congressman Clyburn
Gets Emotional as 
Obama Claims Victory

friends in Asia marked a his-
toric moment.

Michael Cox, a professor
of international relations at
the London School of Eco-
nomics, said Obama’s win
“has sent out a lot of posi-
tive signals around the
world.”

“He has a very appealing

persona – elegant, fluent,
strings lots of sentences to-
gether into paragraphs,”
Cox said. “But in terms of
(his) actual policies towards
the Middle East, Iraq, Iran,
China, Europe – actually,
we don’t know.”

In Kenya, home to Oba-
Continued on Page 8 U

Remarks of Senator
Barack Obama on Final
Primary Night, Tuesday
June 3rd 2008.

Obama Wins Nomination
MAKES AFRICAN

AMERICANS
DREAM A REALITY

Read Obama’s Entire Speech 

Barack Obama

2008 GRADUATE PROFILES

Trelani K. Johnson,
6th Grader Has
College Plans Already

Chantale Lavone
Johnson Receives
Master of Science
in Biology

Congratulations!

2008
Graduates

See Section B for
Local Graduates

SEE PAGE 2SEE SECTION B

SALUTE TO 2008
California Advocate’s

GRADUATES
(SEE SECTION B)

Local Grads

Graduate
Photos

Why You Should

WAIT
FOR SEX

Advocate Youth Column
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OBAMA ABROAD

BY RICHARD A. OPPEL JR.

BAGHDAD —
Senator Barack Obama

arrived in Baghdad on Mon-
day, meeting with Prime
Minister Nuri Kamal al-Ma-
liki and other senior Iraqi
politicians, as an Iraqi
spokesman said that the
government was hopeful
that foreign combat troops
would withdraw in 2010. 

Mr. Obama, on the latest
leg of his first overseas tour

as presumptive Democratic
presidential nominee, ar-
rived in the Iraqi capital in
the early afternoon with an
American delegation after
first stopping in the southern
Iraqi city of Basra. 

Mr. Obama met with Mr.
Maliki; the United States
ambassador to Iraq, Ryan C.
Crocker; the Iraqi national

Continued on Page 6 U

BY KATHY KIELY,
USA TODAY

ISRAEL —
Barack Obama’s visit to

Israel Wednesday was re-
plete with symbolism that
gave him a chance to talk
tough about Iran’s nuclear
program, reaffirm Israel’s
right to defend itself and to
suggest that the election of
moderate Palestinian leaders
has opened a window for
achieving a Mideast peace
deal.

Obama’s itinerary includ-
ed stops at Israel’s Yad
Vashem Holocaust memori-

al, a visit to this Israeli town
regularly shelled by Pales-
tinian militants from Gaza
and a trip across a check-
point to meet with Palestini-
an leaders on the West
Bank.

The presumptive Demo-
cratic presidential nominee
held a series of meetings
with Israeli leaders, includ-
ing President Shimon Peres,
Defense Minister Ehud
Barak, the leader of the La-
bor party, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, former prime min-
ister and leader of the Likud
party. He also planned a
meeting later Wednesday

with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert. 

The Illinois senator drew
an unusually warm welcome
from Peres, who said his
greatest wish is for a “great
president of the United
States. That is the greatest
promise for us and the rest
of the world.”

Obama’s hour-long meet-
ing with Palestinian presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas and
Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad was held in Ramal-
lah, on the West Bank.

In his talks with Abbas,
Obama confirmed “that he
will be a constructive part-

ner in the peace process”
and would not “waste a
minute” if elected, said top
Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat.

The Islamic militant
Hamas group, which rules
the Gaza Strip, said Obama
was not welcome and criti-
cized Abbas, a bitter rival,
for receiving him.

“Obama wants to go to
the White House through
Tel Aviv, at the expense of
the Palestinians,” said
Fawzi Barhoum, a Hamas
spokesman.

But it was in this Israeli
Continued on Page 6 U

BAGHDAD —
After Barack Obama met

with Iraqi leaders here on
Monday, the Iraqi govern-
ment outlined a possible
schedule for a U.S. troop
withdrawal that is similar to
the plan the Democratic
presidential candidate has
pledged to follow if he is
elected.

Its announcement bol-
stered Obama’s credibility
on a key foreign policy is-
sue, early in a weeklong trip
to the Middle East and Eu-
rope that was designed to re-
assure voters concerned he
lacks the experience to be
commander in chief. 

It also gave him a boost in
his debate with Republican
presidential candidate John
McCain over how to end the
war in Iraq. McCain has re-
peatedly insisted that setting
a firm withdrawal date ig-
nores conditions on the
ground and could prevent
the U.S. from winning the
war. 

The renewed debate over
troop withdrawals is one
measure of how Obama’s
trip – his second to Iraq and
his first as a presidential
candidate – is reverberating
at home and abroad. Propos-
als by political candidates

Continued on Page 6 U

AFGHANISTAN —
Democratic presidential

candidate Barack Obama
met with Afghan President
Hamid Karzai for almost
two hours Sunday in a
friendly discussion that ad-
dressed some of the troubled
country’s challenges but
avoided confrontation over
touchy issues such as civil-

ian casualties, militants in
Pakistan or Obama’s recent
criticism of Karzai.

In the meeting, the presi-
dent, top Afghan officials
and the U.S. congressional
delegation talked broadly
about progress and prob-
lems in Afghanistan since a
U.S.-led invasion forced out 

Continued on Page 6 U

Iraqi’s Schedule for Troop
Withdrawal Close to Obama’s

Obama to Focus 
on Bolstering
Afghanistan’s Future

Obama Meets Iraqi Prime
Minister in Baghdad 

Obama ‘Committed to Israel’s Security’
BERLIN (AP) – Before an

enormous crowd, Democrat-
ic presidential contender
Barack Obama on Thursday
summoned Europeans and
Americans together to “de-
feat terror and dry up the
well of extremism that sup-
ports it” as surely as they
conquered communism a
generation ago.

“The walls between old
allies on either side of the
Atlantic cannot stand,” Oba-
ma said, speaking not far
from where the Berlin Wall
once divided the city.

“The walls between the
countries with the most and
those with the least cannot
stand. The walls between
races and tribes, natives and
immigrants, Christian and
Muslim and Jew cannot
stand,” he said.

Obama said he was speak-
ing as a citizen, not as a pres-
ident, but the evening was
awash in politics. His re-
marks inevitably invited
comparison to historic
speeches in the same city by
Presidents John F. Kennedy
and Ronald Reagan, and he
borrowed rhetoric from his
own appeals to campaign
audiences in the likes of
Berlin, N.H., when he ad-
dressed a crowd in one of the
great cities of Europe.

“People of Berlin, people
of the world, this is our mo-
ment. This is our time,” he
said.

Obama’s speech was the
centerpiece of a fast-paced
tour through Europe de-
signed to reassure skeptical
voters back home about his
ability to lead the country
and take a frayed cross-At-
lantic alliance in a new di-
rection after eight years of
the Bush administration.

Republicans, chafing at
the media attention Obama’s
campaign-season trip has
drawn, sought to stoke
doubts abut his claims.

Obama met earlier in the
day with Chancellor Angela
Merkel for a discussion that
ranged across the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, cli-
mate change, energy issues
and more.

Huge knots of bystanders
waited along Obama’s mo-
torcade route for him to pass.
One man yelled out in En-
glish, “Yes, we can,” the
senator’s campaign refrain,
when he emerged from his
car to enter his hotel.

Obama drew loud ap-
plause as he strode across a
large podium erected at the
base of the Victory Column
in Tiergarten Park in the
heart of Berlin.

Presidential candidate Barack Obama ar-
rives in Germany and faces huge crowds.

RIGHT: Obama with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.

OVER 100 THOUSAND ATTEND OBAMA RALLY IN GERMANY

Huge Crowds Gather in Germany During Obama’s Five Day Visit Throughout Europe

Obama Arrives to
Huge Crowds
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BY RHONDA GILLESPIE

On the latest stop of what
she called an “improbable
journey,” Michelle Obama
took center stage on open-
ing night of the Democratic
National Convention on
Monday, giving a spirited
pitch for her husband’s
presidential candidacy. 

As she took to the dais
amid rousing applause,
wearing a hugging
turquoise dress, signs that
read “Michelle” were hoist-
ed and cheers filled the Pep-
si Center, where the con-
vention is being held this
week in Denver. 

Poised to potentially be
the nation’s next first lady,
Obama said she stood be-
fore the delegation as a sis-
ter, wife, mother and a
daughter. 

She went on to speak pas-
sionately and highly of her
upbringing, describing the
in-pouring of values and
love her parents provided to
her and her brother. 

“I know firsthand…that
the American Dream en-
dures,” the Chicago South
Side native told the delega-
tions of Democrats from
around the nation, who con-
verged on the Rocky Moun-
tain city for the quadrennial
political confab. 

Michelle Obama hailed
from a working-class family
where her father was a city
employee and her mother
stayed at home. 

She told about how her
parents pushed education
and the importance of fami-
ly, as well as what amount-
ed to humanitarianism. 

The Princeton and Har-
vard-educated mother of
two daughters told about
how she gave up her job at a
law firm to return home to
Chicago and became a pub-
lic servant. 

But before she would

leave the law firm, she met
a man whose principals mir-
rored her own. 

Though he was raised by
a single mother and lived
across the country from her
Midwest roots, Michelle
Obama said that she and
Barack share similar famil-
ial backgrounds. 

In her stump for her hus-
band, she painted a picture
of a Barack Obama she
hoped constituents would
relate to and believe in. 

“He was raised by grand-
parents who were working
class folks just like my par-
ents and by a single mother
who struggled to pay the
bills, just like we did. Like
my family, they scrimped
and saved so that he could
have opportunities they
never had themselves,”
Michelle Obama said.
“Barack and I were raised
with so many of the same
values.”

A Harvard grad as well,
Barack Obama abandoned
aspirations of working on
Wall Street and went to
work helping families dev-
astated by job losses due to
steel mills closing, his wife
explained.

Her comments spoke to
recent campaign jibes by
Republican presidential
nominee John McCain ac-
cusing the Illinois Senator
of being an elitist. Her mes-
sage attempted to draw the
nation closer to her hus-
band, to reach out to the
naysayers and convince
them that “Barack will fi-
nally bring the change we
need.”

The 15-minute speech
embraced the working
class, paid homage to the
cultural trailblazers “whose
everyday sacrifices have
brought us to this moment”
and lifted up women. 

Jobs, health care and bet-
Continued on Page 6 U

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

DENVER, COLORADO

MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008

As you might imagine, for Barack, running for Pres-
ident is nothing compared to that first game of basket-
ball with my brother Craig.

I can’t tell you how much it means to have Craig and
my mom here tonight. Like Craig, I can feel my dad
looking down on us, just as I’ve felt his presence in ev-
ery grace-filled moment of my life.

At six-foot-six, I’ve often felt like Craig was looking
down on me too…literally. But the truth is, both when
we were kids and today, he wasn’t looking down on me
– he was watching over me.

And he’s been there for me every step of the way
since that clear February day 19 months ago, when –
with little more than our faith in each other and a
hunger for change – we joined my husband, Barack
Obama, on the improbable journey that’s brought us to
this moment.

But each of us also comes here tonight by way of our
own improbable journey. I come here tonight as a sis-
ter, blessed with a brother who is my mentor, my pro-
tector and my lifelong friend. I come here as a wife
who loves my husband and believes he will be an ex-
traordinary president.

I come here as a Mom whose girls are the heart of
my heart and the center of my world – they’re the first
thing I think about when I wake up in the morning  and
the last thing I think about when I go to bed at night.
Their future – and all our children’s future – is my
stake in this election.

And I come here as a daughter – raised on the South
Full Speech Continued on Page 2 U

From King’s Speech to Obama’s Speech: 
A DREAM REALIZED?

Michelle Obama
Offers Message
of Hope on First
Day of Democrat
Convention

Remarks of Michelle Obama–
as prepared for delivery

Michelle
Obama s
Speech

Congressman Jesse Jack-
son Jr., a strong backer of
Sen. Barack Obama’s cam-
paign, catalogued the events
leading up to the Thursday
nomination of Obama for the
Democratic ticket as a near
mountaintop moment.

Jackson mounted the stage
on the opening night of the
Democratic National Con-
vention Aug. 25 boldly
declaring that the gathering
in Denver is the first of its
kind to evoke the message of
hope and brotherhood that
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
brought.

“I’m sure Dr. King is look-
ing down on us here in Den-
ver, noting that this is the
first political convention in
history to take place within
sight of his mountaintop,”
Jackson said. “On the day
President Johnson submitted
the Voting Rights Act to
Congress, he said, ‘At times,
history and fate meet at a sin-
gle time in a single place to
shape a turning point in
man’s unending search for
freedom.’”

Jackson, son of civil rights
leader Rev Jesse Jackson Sr.,
further delved into the signif-
icance of the Obama candi-
dacy and its relation to the
Civil Rights Movement. 

“So it was at Lexington
and Concord. So it was at
Appomattox. So it was in
Selma, Alabama,” Congress-
man Jackson said. “Tonight,
I would like to add, and so it
shall be in Denver, Colorado,
with the nomination of
Barack Obama to be Presi-
dent of the United States.” 

Jackson said it is a remark-
able thing that Obama, who
came to the Democratic con-
vention four years ago as
keynote speaker, would re-
turn this time around the
Democratic Party’s nominee
for president.

Jesse Jr.
Opens DNC 
Convention

BY CASH MICHAELS

Two weeks before his mo-
mentous Democratic Na-
tional Convention appear-
ance in Denver, presumptive
presidential nominee Sen.
Barack Obama knows he is
in the fight of his life with
GOP rival, Sen. John Mc-
Cain, in their intense battle
for the White House. 

After a barrage of nega-
tive attack ads that ques-
tioned the Illinois senator’s
experience and patriotism,
and likened his celebrity to
that of fluff princesses like
Brittany Spears and Paris
Hilton, Obama is counting
on a 50- state strategy to
force McCain to spread his
resources.

That means going toe-to-
toe with the Arizona Repub-
lican in so-called GOP-lean-
ing states like North Caroli-
na, which the Obama cam-
paign has designated as a
top tier target they intend to
take from the Republicans
this presidential election. 

While North Carolina re-
mains very much a Demo-
cratic state in terms of elect-
ing its governor and state
legislature, the Tar Heel
state hasn’t been won by a
Democratic presidential
candidate since a little
known peanut farmer and
governor of Georgia, Jimmy
Carter, took it in 1976. 

The Obama campaign
says it plans to change that
paradigm and bringing more
eligible Black voters into
the process will be key. 

There are 56 million un-
registered voters nation-
wide, 32 percent of the total
eligible voter ranks, the
Obama campaign says. Of
that number, eight million
are Black, which is also 32
percent of eligible African
American voters. 

Democrats don’t want to
repeat the Black voter short-
fall they had in the 2004
presidential elections when
Massachusetts Sen. John

Continued on Page 6 U

Obama’s
Strategy:
Maximize
Black Vote
in Election

BY TODD LEWAN —

The dreamer in him envi-
sioned a day when “Whites
Only” signs would no
longer hang in restaurant
windows. A time when ev-
eryone’s desire to vote
would be respected. A time
when blacks and whites
would work, pray and live
together. 

He spoke of an America
where people would be
judged not by the color of
their skin, but by the content
of their character. 

“I have a dream,” the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. pro-

claimed from the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial on
Aug. 28, 1963, “that one day
this nation will rise up and
live out the true meaning of
its creed – ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident: that
all men are created equal.’” 

The 45th anniversary of
the iconic leader’s most
memorable speech coin-
cides with the day when an-
other African-American
leader, Barack Obama,
makes a historic speech of
his own – accepting the
Democratic Party’s nomina-
tion for president of the
United States. 

Is the convention’s timing
merely, as Obama’s critics
might suggest, political
choreography at its shiniest,
one more seamlessly staged
performance by a “rock
star” candidate? 

Perhaps. And yet, it is al-
so fitting: For if King in-
spired Americans to con-
front their bigotry or at least
dream of a more perfect
union, a candidate with
Obama’s profile surely
seems part of that dream’s
fulfillment.

Does Obama’s candidacy
complete the circle, show-
ing that we now live in a

colorblind society? Many
want to believe that our cul-
ture has moved beyond its
racial problems, that the
election of a biracial man
would be a peculiarly Amer-
ican achievement – an affir-
mation of American ideals. 

In some ways, the nation
that Obama will address is
visibly less divided along
racial lines than King’s
America.

In King’s day, racial in-
equality was legally sanc-
tioned: Separate parks, re-
strooms, hotels, theaters,
schools and drinking foun-

Continued on Page 6 U
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California General Election
Tuesday, November 4, 2008

1A Safe, Reliable High Speed YES
Passenger Train Act

2 Standards for Confining NO
Farm Animals

3 Children’s Hospital YES
Bond Act

4 Waiting Period & Parental NO
Notification/Minor Pregnancy

5 Nonviolent Drug Offenses YES
Parole & Rehabilitation

6 Police & Law Enforcement NO
Funding/Criminal Penalties & Laws

7 Renewable Energy NO
Generation

8 Eliminate Right of Same Sex NO
Couples to Marry

9 Criminal Justice System YES
Victims’ Rights

10 Alternative Fuels, Vehicles, YES
& Renewable Energy

11 Redistricting YES

12 Veterans’ Bond Act of 2008 YES

L Neighborhood Library & YES
Improvement Measure

PRESIDENT & VICE PRESIDENT
Barack Obama President
Joe Biden Vice President

U.S REPRESENTATIVE – DISTRICT 20
Jim Costa Incumbent

STATE ASSEMBLY – DISTRICT 31
Juan Arambula Incumbent

SUPERIOR COURT – OFFICE NO. 10
Jim Kelley Deputy District Attorney

STATE CENTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
William J. Smith Area 2

FRESNO UNIFIED DISTRICT
Manuel G. Nunez Area 2
Carol Mills Area 5
Janet Ryan Area 6

FRESNO CITY MAYOR

MEASURES & PROPOSITIONS
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Obama’s “Closing Argument” 

When people ask
Michelle Obama to describe
herself, she doesn’t hesitate.
First and foremost, she is
Malia and Sasha’s mom.

But before she was a
mother - or a wife, lawyer,
or public servant - she was
Fraser and Marian Robin-
son’s daughter.

The Robinsons lived on
the South Side of Chicago,
on the top floor of a brick
bungalow. Fraser was a
pump operator for the
Chicago water department.
He was a hero to Michelle
and her older brother Craig:
even though he had multiple
sclerosis, he hardly ever
missed a day of work. Mari-
an stayed home to raise
Michelle and Craig, skillful-
ly managing a busy house-
hold filled with love, laugh-
ter, and important life
lessons. Fraser and Marian
valued hard work, indepen-
dence, and honesty. Today,
their children point to their
parents as their greatest
teachers.

Michelle attended Chica-
go public schools, then
Princeton. She studied soci-
ology and African American
studies, graduated in the

Continued on Page 4 U

Michelle
Obama
Possibly
The First
Black First
Lady

After decades of broken politics in
Washington, eight years of failed poli-
cies from George Bush, and twenty-one
months of a campaign that has taken us
from the rocky coast of Maine to the
sunshine of California, we are one
week away from change in America.

In one week, you can turn the page

on policies that have put the greed and
irresponsibility of Wall Street before
the hard work and sacrifice of folks on
Main Street.

In one week, you can choose policies
that invest in our middle-class, create
new jobs, and grow this economy from
the bottom-up so that everyone has a

chance to succeed; from the CEO to the
secretary and the janitor; from the fac-
tory owner to the men and women who
work on its floor.

In one week, you can put an end to
the politics that would divide a nation
just to win an election; that tries to pit

Continued on Page 5 U

Obama Delivers Last
Major Speech On
Campaign Trail

BALLOT PROPOSITIONS

THE PROS AND CONS

Michelle Obama

BY ROBERT GREENE

Proposition 1A
What it does: Authorizes $9.95 billion

in bonds to build an electric train to get
people from Los Angeles to San Francisco
in just over 2 1/2 hours.

Back story: This is the governor’s and
the Legislature’s baby, years in the mak-
ing. They pulled similar measures off bal-
lots in 2004 and 2006 because the stars
didn’t align for a win. An earlier version
(Proposition 1) also got pulled from the
2008 ballot, this time for a revise (that’s
why it’s now designated 1A). Lawmakers
were arguing about, among other things,
whether the train would run through Alta-
mont Pass (the site of a deadly 1969
Rolling Stones concert) or Pacheco Pass
(site of the hokey but fun tourist stop Casa
de Fruta). They went with Pacheco.

Proposition 2
What it does: Bars use of pens and

cages that don’t give farm animals room to
turn around, stretch, stand or lie down.

Back story: This is all about chickens.
The language on veal calves and sows
tugs on voters’ heartstrings, but it’s moot;
California produces virtually no commer-
cial pork or veal. Chief opponents – egg
producers – argue that without tight
cages, their chickens will eat each other
and their own droppings. No matter what,
the caged chickens are doomed: After a
short life laying eggs, they are too spent
even for the soup pot.

Proposition 3
What it does: Authorizes the sale of

$980 million in bonds to upgrade and ex-
pand children’s hospitals in California.

Back story: With interest, the measure
would cost about $2 billion over 30 years.
Backers are (no surprise) the state’s chil-
dren’s hospitals. California voters autho-
rized $750 million in bonds for this cause
in 2004; just under half of those bonds
have yet to be sold. But how can voters say
no to sick kids?

Proposition 4
Back story:Amends the state Constitu-

tion to require a physician to notify a mi-
nor patient’s parent or other adult family
member 48 hours before performing an
abortion.

Back story: Deja vu. Californians de-
feated parental consent or notification for
abortion measures in 2005 and 2006, but
had last year off. (There is no limit on how
often failed ballot measures may be resub-
mitted to voters.) Proposition 4 adds the

“other adult family member” alternative
to answer critics of earlier propositions. It
also would require a girl who chooses that
alternative to allege parental abuse. The
Legislature passed a parental consent law
in 1987, but it never took effect. The state
Supreme Court upheld it in 1996, but on
rehearing – after court membership
changed – struck it down. Which is why
Proposition 4 is a constitutional amend-
ment.

Proposition 5
What it does: Mandates probation with

treatment instead of jail or prison for many
drug crimes and diminishes sentences and
shortens parole for many nonviolent prop-
erty crimes when drugs are involved.

Back story: This measure pits two well-
known liberals against each other – ac-
tivist and actor Martin Sheen and billion-
aire philanthropist George Soros. Sheen,
whose son Charlie had high-profile drug
problems in the 1990s, leads the opposi-
tion because, he has said, “successful re-
habilitation requires accountability.”
Soros and former Soros executive Jacob
Goldfied are Proposition 5’s top financial
backers. If voters pass Proposition 5 and
Proposition 6, they would simultaneously
loosen and stiffen penalties for drug of-
fenses.

Proposition 6
What it does: Commits close to 1% of

the state’s annual general fund budget for
anti-crime programs. The state Legislative
Analyst’s Office estimates costs of $500
million for additional prison space.

Back story: This is the Son of Three
Strikes and Jessica’s Law. It’s sponsored in
part by Mike Reynolds, author of the 1994
Three Strikes Initiative, and state Sen.
George Runner (R-Lancaster), whose an-
ti-sex-offender Proposition 83 – Jessica’s
Law – won 71% of the vote in 2006. The
top donor is Henry T. Nicholas III, who
gave $1 million (see Proposition 9).

Proposition 7
What it does:Increases the clean-gener-

ation requirement on investor-owned utili-
ties and extends them to municipal com-
panies, like the Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power.

Back story: The primary backer (with a
donation of $3 million) is Peter Sperling,
son of University of Phoenix founder, cat-
cloner and octogenarian liberal proposi-
tion-meister John Sperling (who in 2000
gave California Proposition 36, mandat-
ing treatment instead of prison for drug

Continued on Page 4 U

Stories behind the November ballot initiatives that
you won’t find in an official voter guide.

Fresno’s African American Community Newspaper
AADVOCATEDVOCATE

50
cents The California

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
FRESNO, CA

PERMIT NO.35
Volume 41  No. 45 — November 7, 2008

CALIFORNIA ADVOCATE
“Your Local News Source”
Call 268-0941 To Subscribe!

CHICAGO –

If there is anyone out
there who still doubts
that America is a place
where all things are pos-
sible; who still wonders
if the dream of our
founders is alive in our
time; who still questions
the power of our
democracy, tonight is
your answer.

It’s the answer told by
lines that stretched
around schools and
churches in numbers
this nation has never
seen; by people who
waited three hours and
four hours, many for the
very first time in their
lives, because they be-
lieved that this time
must be different; that
their voice could be that
difference.

It’s the answer spoken
by young and old, rich

and poor, Democrat and
Republican, black,
white, Latino, Asian,
Native American, gay,
straight, disabled and
not disabled – Ameri-
cans who sent a mes-
sage to the world that
we have never been a
collection of Red States
and Blue States: we are,
and always will be, the
United States of Ameri-
ca.

It’s the answer that
led those who have been
told for so long by so
many to be cynical, and
fearful, and doubtful of
what we can achieve to
put their hands on the
arc of history and bend
it once more toward the
hope of a better day.

It’s been a long time
coming, but tonight, be-
cause of what we did on
this day, in this election, 
See Speech on Page 5 U

BY DAVID ESPO

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Barack Obama swept to victory as the nation’s first black

president Tuesday night in an electoral college landslide
that overcame racial barriers as old as America itself.

The son of a black father from Kenya and a white moth-
er from Kansas, the Democratic senator from Illinois
sealed his historic triumph by defeating Republican Sen.
John McCain in a string of wins in hard-fought battle-
ground states - Ohio, Florida, Virginia and Iowa.

A huge crowd in Grant Park in Obama’s home town of
Chicago erupted in jubilation at the news of his victory.
Some wept.

Continued on Page 5 U

O B A M A

BARACK OBAMA:
His Election
Night Speech

Commander In Chief

HISTORY
IS MADE
Barack Obama
defeats McCain in
landslide victory

TOP: US president-elect
Barack Obama at Grant Park
in Chicago.  Americans em-
phatically elected Democrat
Obama as their first black
president in a transforma-
tional election which will re-
shape US politics and the US
role on the world stage.
(Photo: Jewel Samad, Getty
Images).  LEFT: Barack Oba-
ma hugs his daughter Malia
following his victory speech
(Photo:  Emmanuel Dunand,
Getty Images).  RIGHT:
Barack Obama and his wife
Michelle stand on stage with
running mate Joe Biden and
his wife Jill (Photo: Stan
Honda, Getty Images).  BE-
LOW:  Barack Obama and
his family arrive on stage for
his election night victory ral-
ly (Photo: Timothy A. Clary,
Getty Images)

Becomes First Black 
President In U.S. History
Becomes First Black 
President In U.S. History
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with second-degree murder
in the shooting of a woman
who allegedly sought to be-
come a member but then
changed her mind.

Late last month, two men
with ties to a notoriously vi-
olent Klan chapter in Ken-
tucky were charged in a
bizarre plot to kill 88 black
students and then decapitate
an additional 14 students –

and then assassinate Obama
by shooting him from a
speeding car while wearing
white tuxedos and top hats.

“We’ve seen everything
from cross burnings on
lawns of interracial couples
to effigies of Obama hang-
ing from nooses to unpleas-
ant exchanges in school-
yards,” said Mark Potok, di-
rector of the Intelligence
Project at the Southern

Poverty Law Center, based
in Montgomery, Ala. “I
think we’re in a worrying
situation right now, a perfect
storm of conditions coming
together that could easily fa-
vor the continued growth of
these groups.”

Experts attribute the racist
activity to factors including
the rapidly worsening eco-
nomic crisis; trends indicat-
ing that within a generation

whites will not comprise a
U.S. majority; and the im-
pending arrival of a black
family in the White House.

The FBI is investigating
whether the recent Klan-re-
lated incidents involve con-
spiracies. And the Secret Ser-
vice is monitoring the racist
activity “to try to stay ahead
of any emerging threats,” ac-
cording to spokesman Darrin
Blackford.

Extremists Lash Out Over Obama’s Election...
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before he was found lying
dead on his bed. He posted a
link from bodybuilding.com
to Justin.tv, a site that allows
users to broadcast live
videos from their webcams.

Some users who read the
blog told investigators they
did not take him seriously
because he had threatened
suicide on the site before.

But Biggs’ family was in-
furiated that neither viewers
nor the site acted sooner to
save him.

“When (police) came in,
the webfeed stopped. So
that’s 12 hours of watch-
ing,” said his sister, Ros-
alind Biggs, who said her
brother struggled with bipo-

lar disorder. “They got hits,
they got viewers, nothing
happened for hours.”

Rosalind Biggs described
her brother as a friendly, so-
cial, outgoing person who
struck up conversations with
Starbucks baristas and en-
joyed taking his young
nieces to Chuck E. Cheese.

“It boggles the mind,” she
said. “We don’t under-
stand.”

Authorities could not im-
mediately verify the authen-
ticity of a video posted on-
line that shows a gun-wield-
ing officer entering a bed-
room where a man is lying
on a bed, facing away from
the camera. The officer
peers over to look at the

man, then begins to examine
him as the camera lens is
covered. The video matches
Crane’s description of
events.

Condolences poured in to
Biggs’ MySpace page,
where the mostly unsmiling
teen is seen posing in a se-
ries of pictures with various
young women. On justin.tv,
his alias was “feels_like_ec-
stacy.”

In a statement, Justin.tv
CEO Michael Seibel said:
“We regret that this has oc-
curred and want to respect
the privacy of the broadcast-
er and his family during this
time.”

The Web site declined to
release information on how

many people were watching
the broadcast. The entire site
had 672,000 unique visitors
in October.

Messages left with the
bodybuilding Web site were
not immediately returned
Friday.

A spokesman for the Pem-
broke Pines police said they
were investigating but de-
clined further comment.

Crane said she knows of
at least one other case in
which a South Florida man
shot himself in the head in
front of an online audience,
although she didn’t know
how much viewers saw. In
Britain last year, a man
hanged himself while chat-
ting online.
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is facing an economic crisis
of “historic proportions.”

“If we do not act swfitly
and boldly most experts be-
lieve that we could lose mil-
lions of jobs next year,” he
said.

To that end, Obama said,
he sought an economic team
with “sound judgment and
fresh thinking.”

He praised Geithner, 47,
for his experience and “un-
paralleled understanding of
our current economic crisis
in all of its depth, complexi-
ty and urgency.”

“He will start his first day
on the job with a unique in-
sight into the failures of to-
day’s markets and a clear vi-
sion of the steps we must
take,” Obama said.

The announcements
amounted to a display of as-

sertiveness by the incoming
administration in the face of
increasingly grim economic
news.

On Monday, the govern-
ment rushed to the rescue of
Citigroup by agreeing to
shoulder hundreds of billions
of possible losses at the
stricken bank and to plow a
fresh $20 billion into the
company.

The incoming administra-
tion is sending signals about
what economic policies the
new president will propose,
particularly an expanded
economic stimulus package
aimed at creating or preserv-
ing 2.5 million jobs during
the next two years.

Obama, however, declined
to say how big a spending
package he wants to revive
the economy, but he told re-
porters, “It’s going to be

costly.” Some Democratic
lawmakers, particularly Sen.
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., are
speculating about a two-year
measure as large as $700 bil-
lion

The president-elect was
mildly critical of the Big
Three automakers, saying he
was surprised they did not
have a better-thought-out
plan for their future before
asking Congress to approve
$25 billion in emergency
loans. He said once he sees a
plan, he expects “we’re go-
ing to be able to shape a res-
cue.”

But now that Obama has
named his economic team,
they must decide not only
what to do about the eco-
nomic crisis – but how much
they should talk about it be-
fore Jan. 20.

“They need to become as-

sertive in explaining where
he wants to go and how he
might take us there,” said
Paul Light, a New York Uni-
versity political scientist who
studies presidential transi-
tions.

Transitions are always a
“delicate balance,” Light
said, but the pressing eco-
nomic crisis is creating a
sense of “drift” and public
anxiety.

“At some point the public
is going to start blaming
Obama for what’s going on
here,” he said.

Less than three weeks
since a historic election
night, Obama has filled most
of the top jobs on his White
House staff and floated the
names of potential picks for
much of his Cabinet. He is
now poised to announce his
national security team.

UU Continued from Page 1
a rare interview, the AP re-
ports.

Wright also said he had
to keep his sense of humor
during the turmoil, laugh-
ing when his granddaugh-
ter showed him a New
York Times column that
called him a “wackadoo-
dle.”

But he was unapologetic
about remarks made at a
Washington news confer-
ence that led Obama to
break with him. He said re-
porters “spat in my face”
by not asking any ques-
tions about a speech he had
given about his theological
views prior to taking ques-
tions.

Obama Chooses Economic Team...

Teen Commits Suicide on Webcam...

Wright Says Election
Night Bittersweet...

BY MATT JAFFE
A New York elementary

school has been re-named
in honor of President-elect
Barack Obama. Ludlum El-
ementary School in Long
Island’s Hempstead Union
Free School District was re-
named at a board meeting
Thursday, at the request of
numerous school students. 

“Just to watch these kids
after the board voted on
what they asked them to do,
they were so elated,” school
district superintendent Dr.
Joseph Laria told ABC
News. “You want to talk
about “Yes we can!”? That
was a lesson in democra-
cy.”

Effective immediately,
Ludlum will now be known
as Barack Obama Elemen-
tary School, following a de-
cision by the board to adopt
the resolution drafted by
students and staff. 

Before this month’s elec-
tion, the 5th grade class had
a mock presidential debate
at the school, which sits
near Hofstra University,
site of the third and final
presidential debate between
Obama and Sen. John Mc-
Cain, R-Ariz.

“The kids were really in-
to it,” Laria said. “They had
this fabulous debate…it
was just outstanding.” 

“The children received
such a response from the
community and the parents

that they were so energized
that they said that if Obama
becomes president, we
would be so proud to have
our school named after him,
especially because this is an
African-American and
Latino community that cel-
ebrates diversity,” said Lar-
ia. 

Most of the school’s stu-
dents are African-American
or Latino, the superinten-
dent stated. 

So on Thursday night the
kids came before the board
to read essays describing
what they had learned from
the mock debate experience
and appealing for the
school to be re-named. 

Their resolution read as
follows: 

“Whereas the Ludlum
School students conducted
a mock presidential debate
related to the recent presi-
dential elections and
whereas the students did a
wonderful job of carrying
out their tasks and demon-
strating their patriotism at
an early age and whereas in
recognition of their efforts
and the victorious feat of
Sen. Barack Obama in be-
coming the first African-
American president of the
United States, it be resolved
that the Hempstead Board
of Education proudly re-
names Ludlum Elementary
School as the Barack Oba-
ma Elementary School.” 

Students Rename
School for Obama
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No Bust BlackJack ¨ Pai Gow Poker
3-Card Poker « Texas Hold‘em

Satellite Horse Racing
  

Full Bar & Restaurant
 

Free Parking © Smoke Free
Banquet Facility

(559) 497-3000
1033 Van Ness Avenue ª Fresno, CA 93721

(Corner of Tulare & Van Ness) 
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Partners:

Get connected!
Get answers!
Call for help in finding the services you need:
■ Where to go to get a hot meal
■ Where to get free or low-cost health care
■ Information on child care
■ Help with care for aging parents
■ Employment resources
■ How to find a bed when you have no place to
 sleep
■ How to get help for a drinking problem

Dial 2-1-1
or 1-866-559-4211

It’s the number to call when you don’t know who to call.

Drinking Water for Homeless
Drinking water donations needed for the Fresno homeless population. Call 559-
251-0540 or 559-270-1023 for water pick-up arrangements. Project contact per-
sons: Dr. Jean Kennedy and Ms Rene Zeno. Need volunteers.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
What’s Going On in Our Community

CENTRAL FISH  COMPANY

JAPANESE FAST FOOD
RESTAURANT • 237-2037
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Store Hours: Mon.-Sat.
10:30AM-6PM • Sun. 11AM-5PM

Specializing in quality seafood,
Japanese groceries & imported gifts

FRESH SUSHI
MADE DAILY

PRICES GOOD Dec. 3rd-Dec. 9th, 2008
Store Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 9AM-7PM Fri. & Sat. 8AM-7PM

We Accept Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Dedit, EBT & WIC

Now serving WIC customers (559) 237-2049
Corner of G & Kern
in downtown Fresno

1535 Kern Street

Raw Large
Mexican

$6.99 lb.

Sea Bass
Fillets

$16.99 lb.

Fresh
Large Premium

$5.79 lb.
Salmon SteaksSHRIMP

Chilean
Electrician
$5,166/mo.

Filing Deadline is December 9, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

Bus Driver
$16.63 – $23.39/hr.
Continuous Recruitment

For more information, call the City of Fresno Jobline 
at (559) 621-6999.  Postmarks are not accepted. Job 
announcement and employment applications are 
available on the City of Fresno website at: 
www.fresno.gov.   EOE

UU Continued from Page 1
from recording music.

“I think I did need to take
a break. I honestly did,” she
says, sitting on a sleek chair
in an even sleeker hotel room
during a recent interview. “I
needed to take a break even
personally so I could relax
and appreciate all the things
that I worked for.”

Of course, Beyonce being
Beyonce, her hiatus wasn’t a
complete vacation: She spent
part of that “break” filming
her upcoming movie, “Cadil-
lac Records,” in which she
peels off the glamour to play
R&B great Etta James during
her drug-addled years.

Beyonce says not only did
the role propel an acting
breakthrough, it provided a
musical one, too.

“I felt like after I played
Etta James, and I sang these
beautiful, emotional, deep,
honest songs, I really learned

a lot about myself. And I
wanted to make classic mu-
sic ... to grow and make that
transition into legendary,”
she says.

Her bid at musical immor-
tality comes this week with
the release of “I AM ...
SASHA FIERCE,” her third
solo CD, something of a de-
parture from the frenetic
funk of her previous two
multiplatinum albums,
“Dangerously in Love” and
“B’Day.”

While the new album cer-
tainly has its share of club
anthems - one of its first sin-
gles is the bouncy jam “Sin-
gle Ladies (Put A Ring On
It)” - it is a double-CD with
two personalities. The upbeat
side is dubbed “SASHA
FIERCE” (the namesake of
her onstage, divalicious alter
ego); the “I AM ...” portion is
a ballad-centric pop album
that features Beyonce at

what her father and manager,
Matthew Knowles, calls her
most revealing.

“She shows more vulnera-
bility on this record,” says
Knowles, who with Beyonce
acts as executive producer.
“That’s a natural growth of
her age and life experi-
ences.”

Though Beyonce is an es-
tablished veteran after more
than a decade in the spotlight
(she made her debut along
with the rest of the members
of Destiny’s Child in 1997),
the 27-year-old has always
been among the more guard-
ed celebrities, staying on
message about her music and
movies while giving up little
about her life outside the
spotlight.

She still refuses to divulge
much about her private life
(other than confirming her
marriage to Jay-Z - a break-
through itself - she declined

to speak much about the rela-
tionship). But she seems
more at ease during inter-
views, more willing to let the
Sasha side of her personality
come through. The day after
the election of Barack Oba-
ma, the giddy singer was in
good spirits, wearing a suit in
honor of the candidate she
supported and laughing often
as she talked about politics,
music, and her future.

“I’m learning the impor-
tance of balance, which is
one of the biggest (concerns)
of all working women -
when is it enough, when is it
time to relax, and to take care
of yourself? But I’m very
proud of my progress,” she
adds with a laugh, “and I’m
growing.”

Songwriter Makeba Rid-
dick, who co-wrote songs on
“B’Day” and was part of a
team of writers on the ballad
“Ave Maria” with Beyonce,
says that growth was appar-
ent during the creation of “I
AM ... SASHA FIERCE.”

Beyonce: A Bit More ‘Fierce’...
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among children. She said
that when she began test-
ing for iron-deficiency – a
condition that can lead to
fatigue, attention-deficit
disorder and skin ailments
– she thought the machines
used to test were malfunc-
tioning because the rates
were so consistently high.

“The main problem is
there’s been such a lack of
stability,” Sinclair says.

This year, the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention said it would
launch a long-term study
of children who resided in
federally issued trailers
and mobile homes in
Louisiana and Mississippi,
hundreds of which were
found to have high levels

of toxins, such as
formaldehyde.

Renaissance Village was
emptied this summer, and
the children and their fam-
ilies relocated to perma-
nent or other temporary
housing. There are still at
least 9,300 families in
trailers and 1,600 in hotel
rooms across the Gulf
Coast, according to FE-
MA.

The children in the Chil-
dren’s Health Fund study
are probably some of the
sickest of the estimated
30,000 children living in
trailers and temporary
housing in the region,
Redlener says. Many other
displaced children could
experience similar symp-
toms, he says.

Children Battle
Health Problems...
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Fresno Suit Outlet
Home of
the Three
Suit DealTuxedos

75

$1300

3 suits
3 shirts
3 ties
3 belts
3 hankies
3 socks

3 suits
3 shirts
3 ties
3 belts
3 hankies
3 socks

$1300
All 18 Items

Retail Value

(559) 225-SUIT(559) 225-SUIT
( 7 8 4 8 )

Leather
Shoes

Up to Size 15!

$49

5110 N. Blackstone Ave. www.fresnosuitoutlet.com(Next to Mor Furniture)
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TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU, VISIT MACYS.COM. Specials in effect November 28 and 29 until 1pm each day. Regular and original prices are offering prices, and may not be based on actual sales. Some original prices not in effect during the past 90 days. *Hours may vary by store; visit 
macys.com for exact hours. #Intermediate price reductions may have been taken. • Advertised items may not be available at your local Macy’s, and selection may vary. Prices and merchandise may differ on macys.com. Clearance, closeout, permanently-reduced, just-reduced, new 
reductions, orig./now and special purchase items will remain at advertised prices after event and are available while supplies last. Only and Everyday Value prices will also remain at advertised prices after event. Everyday Values are excluded from “sales” and coupon/card savings, and 
may be lowered as part of a clearance. Sales apply to selected items only. No phone orders. Final cost shows price after extra savings, and does not include any Savings Pass/Macy’s Card discount. 

Save 20% more the day you open a Macy’s account – plus the next day.
That’s 20% off our regular and sale prices! Our usual new-account discount is 15%. Now through December 24. And there are even more rewards to come! Subject to credit approval. 
Excludes services, certain licensed departments and Macy’s Gift Cards. On furniture, mattresses and area rugs, the new-account savings is limited to $100. Visit your local Macy’s for details.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

SLEEPWEAR AND ROBES
FOR HER AND KIDS

Holiday pajamas, gowns, robes and more. 
Reg. $12-$72, after special 7.20-49.99, 

special 5.76-39.99.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

CLEARANCE DRESSES 
FOR MISSES AND PETITES

Orig.# $79-$240, after special 39.50-$120, 
special 31.60-$96.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

SWEATERS FOR MISSES,
PETITES AND MACY WOMAN

Already on sale in Women’s Sweaters. 
Reg. $40-$99, after special $28-69.30, 

special 22.40-55.44.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

OUTERWEAR FOR HER
Already on sale in Misses’, Petites’ and Macy 

Woman Sportswear. Reg. $99-$149, 
after special 69.30-104.30, special 55.44-83.44.

THURSDAY: WE’RE CLOSED • FRIDAY: SHOP 5AM10PM* • SATURDAY: SHOP 8AM10PM*

 MORNING SPECIALS! EXTRA 20% OFF  
FRIDAY 5AM1PM 

AND SATURDAY 8AM1PM
BUT WITH PRICES THIS LOW, THE SAVINGS PASS DISCOUNT DOESN’T APPLY.

THANKSGIVING SALE

USE YOUR 
COUPON 
BEFORE 1PM 
FRIDAY OR 
SATURDAY, 
AND TAKE 
AN EXTRA 
$10 OFF 
ONE SALE OR 
CLEARANCE 
PURCHASE OF 
$25 OR MORE. 

2 DAYS ONLY 
70%90% OFF 
GET LOWER PRICES ON 
CLEARANCE FASHIONS! 
JUST LOOK FOR THE 

 SIGNS.
Macy’s Card/Pass discount doesn’t apply to “buy now” clearance.

NOW 7.99
Orig.# $29-$99, was 14.99

NOW 14.99
Orig.# 49.99-$200, was 29.99

NOW 9.99
Orig.# 39.99-$140, was 19.99

NOW 19.99
Orig.# 79.99-$280, was 39.99

HERE’S HOW YOU SAVE
Originally 59.99Was 19.992 days only 9.99

your savings $50
for a total 
savings of 80%

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

DRESSES FOR GIRLS 216
Reg. $48-$76, after special 28.80-45.60, 

special 23.04-36.48. Excludes designers. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF
CLEARANCE SUITS 

FOR MISSES AND PETITES
Orig.# $200-$360, after special 79.99-99.99, 

special 63.99-79.99.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF
CLOTHES FOR KIDS

Tops, pants, skirts, sweaters and clothing sets. 
Orig.# $12-$54, after special 8.40-37.80, 

special 6.72-30.24. Excludes designers, 
Levi’s® and Calvin Klein. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

VELOUR, FLEECE AND 
ACTIVEWEAR FOR HER 

Already on sale from Charter Club and Style&co. 
Sport. Reg. $35-$55, after special 24.50-38.50, 

special 19.60-30.80.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF
OUTERWEAR AND 

SWEATERS FOR HIM
Reg. $48-$475, after special 33.60-$285,

special 26.88-$228. In Men’s Outerwear. 
Some exclusions apply.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

SLEEPWEAR AND 
SLIPPERS FOR HIM

Reg. $26-99.50, after special 15.60-64.99,
special 12.48-51.99. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF
GIFTS AND GAMES 

FOR HIM
Reg. 12.99-129.99, after special 9.09-90.99, 

special 7.27-72.79. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF
CLEARANCE SHOES 

FOR HER
For a total savings of 50%. Permanently 

reduced by 40%. Rack-displayed styles only. 
Excludes Coach and boots. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

SUITS, SPORTCOATS, DRESS 
SHIRTS AND TIES FOR HIM

Reg. 39.50-$650, after special 29.99-$325,
special 23.99-$260. 

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

DOCKERS® PANTS AND 
SHOES FOR HIM

Reg. 34.99-$129, after special 24.99-99.99, 
special 19.99-79.99.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

CLEARANCE STERLING
SILVER JEWELRY

Orig.# $20-$400, after special $5-$100,
special $4-$80.

TAKE AN EXTRA
20% OFF

COATS FOR KIDS
Outerwear for boys 2-20 and girls 2-16. 
Reg. $48-$90, after special 28.80-$54, 

special 23.04-43.20. Excludes designers. 

EXCLUDES MORNING SPECIALS AND BUY NOW MORNING 
SPECIAL CLEARANCE. Also excludes: cosmetics and fragrances, 
fi ne and fashion watches, Lacoste, The North Face, Burton 
Snowboarding, men’s and women’s cashmere, I•N•C International 
Concepts®, American Rag, Impulse, bridge sportswear, designer 
and bridge handbags and shoes for her, designer comfort shoes 
for her, Coach, Dooney & Bourke handbags, Levi’s®, Dockers®, 
selected men’s designers, Tasso Elba sportswear, Kate Spade, Vera 
Wang, Baccarat, Lalique, Lladró, Waterford, William Yeoward, 
sterling silver fl atware, designer bed, bath and table linens, Tumi, 
All-Clad, Henckels, Wüsthof, Holiday Lane Dept. trim/cards/wrap, 
all electrics and electronics, furniture, mattresses and area rugs. 
Not valid on Everyday Values, fi ne jewelry super buys, Macy’s Gift 
Cards and Gift Certifi cates, special orders, previous purchases, 
restaurants, or nonmerchandise-related services; on purchases 
from FAO Schwarz, macys.com, macysweddingchannel.com, 
Gift Registry kiosks, maternity, fi ne jewelry trunk shows, fi ne 
jewelry bridal collections in ID, OR, UT and WA, eSpot, gift wrap or 
licensed departments; or as payment on credit accounts. Discount 
will be deducted from the current price (sale or clearance, as 
applicable). Returns will be credited as purchase price less the 
discount, and you will forfeit the discount. Cannot be combined 
with other coupons/Savings Passes. Original coupons only; 
photocopies will not be accepted.  Valid on single transaction 
made Friday–Saturday, November 28–29, 2008. 
Limit one per customer.

MCW

MACY’S COUPON
USE THIS COUPON BEFORE 1PM FRIDAY OR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 OR 29

EXTRA DISCOUNT DOESN’T APPLY TO MORNING SPECIALS.

one sale or 
clearance 

purchase of 
$25 or more 
before 1pm

$10 off

SCAN ALL MERCHANDISE. SCAN BARCODE LAST. TENDER AS NORMAL. 
LINE THROUGH BARCODE; TURN IN AT CLOSING.


