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“Music for the
Holiday Season”
A Concert by 
Earl Meyers Jr.
4 p.m. Saturday Decem-
ber 13 at Fresno Westside
Seventh-day Adventist
Church, 2750 Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Tickets: free (arrive early
for good seating) Details:
(559) 323-5835

This year’s concert will
feature Meyers singing such well-known tunes as
“Joy to the World” and “Go! Tell It On the Moun-
tain.” He’ll be joined by sopranos Judith Dickinson-
Ryskamp and Cindy Paige, classical guitarist David
Schramm and percussionist Kurt Logan.

BY JESSE J. HOLLAND

WASHINGTON (AP) –
The first child born at

the White House was the
grandson of President
Thomas Jefferson. The
second child born there
was his property - the
African-American baby of
Jefferson’s two slaves.

Slaves not only helped
build the White House,
but also for decades men
and women in bondage
served America’s presi-
dents and first families as

butlers, cooks and maids.
Two hundred years lat-

er, Barack Obama’s elec-
tion as the 44th president -
the first black chief execu-
tive - is casting a spotlight
on the complicated history
of African-Americans and
the exalted place they
called home - the White
House.

During and after slav-
ery, black workers made
the White House function.
Obama’s entry on Jan. 20,
2009, will be a moment
for the ages that few of

them could imagine.
“I’m very proud of the

fact we’re going to have
an African-American
president and I think the
help is going to be pleased
to be working for an
African-American presi-
dent,” said 89-year-old
William Bowen Jr., a sec-
ond-generation White
House butler who worked
for Presidents Dwight
Eisenhower to George
H.W. Bush.

When Bowen started at
Continued on Page 6 UU

By Richard Pyle

New York (AP) –
An original handwritten

outline for Martin Luther
King Jr.’s first speech con-
demning the Vietnam War
owned by his friend Harry
Belafonte is going on the
auction block this week.

Sotheby’s will offer the
document for sale Thursday
along with two others: the
scribbled notes for a speech
King planned to deliver in
Memphis, Tenn., three days
after he was assassinated
and a letter of condolence
from President Lyndon B.

Johnson to King’s widow.
The auction house put the

overall pre-sale estimate for
the three documents at
$750,000 to $1.13 million,
with the Vietnam speech
valued at $500,000 to
$800,000.

Belafonte, a singer and
actor, was an early disciple
of King and his host on
King’s visits to New York
dating from the mid-1950s.

In a telephone interview,
Belafonte said he was
putting his documents up for
sale because “I am at the
end of my life - I will be 82

Continued on Page 6 UU

BY MICHELLE FAUL

SOUTH AFRICA (AP) –
Thousands of Zimbab-

weans are dying, uncounted
and out of sight in a silent
emergency as hospitals shut,
clinics run out of drugs and
most cannot afford private
medical care, health groups
say.

Even as deaths from a
cholera epidemic climbed in-
to the hundreds, international

and local organizations say
many more are dying need-
lessly in a disaster critics
blame on President Robert
Mugabe’s government.

The toll will never be
known, according to Itai
Rusike, executive director of
the Community Working
Group on Health - a civil so-
ciety network grouping 35
national organizations.

“Zimbabwe used to have
one of the best surveillance

systems in the region,”
Rusike said in a telephone
interview. “But phones are
not working, nurses are not
there, so their information
system has collapsed. ... It is
very difficult to tell how
many people have died.”

“These are symptoms of a
failed state,” he said in a tele-
phone interview. “Nothing is
working.”

The British charity Oxfam
Continued on Page 6 UU

WASHINGTON (AP) –
The Supreme Court has

turned down an emergency ap-
peal from a New Jersey man
who says President-elect
Barack Obama is ineligible to
be president because he was a

British subject at birth. The
court did not comment on its
order Monday rejecting the
call by Leo Donofrio of East
Brunswick, N.J., to intervene
in the presidential election.

Donofrio says that since

Obama had dual nationality at
birth - his mother was Ameri-
can and his Kenyan father at
the time was a British subject -
he cannot possibly be a “natu-
ral born citizen,” one of the re-

Continued on Page 6 UU

CHICAGO (AP) –
The man who will pick

President-elect Barack Oba-
ma’s successor in the U.S.
Senate is talking to someone
interested in the job: U.S.
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr.

Illinois Gov. Rod Blago-
jevich says he’s meeting
Monday with Jackson and
describes the Chicago
Democrat as a “very strong”
candidate. The son of civil
rights leader the Rev. Jesse
Jackson is among several
Illinois politicians men-
tioned as contenders.

The governor will not say
who is on his short list. He
says his hope is to pick a re-
placement before the holi-
days.

He dismissed the notion
that his pick would be taint-
ed by the cloud of a federal
investigation hanging over
his administration.

Blagojevich says there is
no cloud hanging over him,
only “sunshine.”

Christmas
Celebrations

In Fresno
Obama is
Natural Born
Says Court

Unknown Thousands
Dying in Zimbabwe

Despite Attempt By Justice Clarence Thomas

BLACKS AND THE WHITE HOUSE:
Slavery and Service

Jackson 
Looks 
to Fill 
Obama’s 
Senate
Seat 

Belafonte to Auction 
Unknown Papers of MLK

50th Sepia
Fashion Show
& Casino
Night

Holiday Inn Downtown,
1055 Van Ness Ave., Fres-
no, Ca. Dec. 11. For reser-
vations call 559-433-1311,
or order www.Bucking-
hamImages.com.

Holiday Season Returns
Downtown With

‘Holidays at the Met’
This no-admission gift to the community –

Holidays at the Met – is an outdoor display
of lights, wreaths, decorated trees, snow ev-
erywhere, and more. The community thanks
Fresno Metropolitan Museum for its annual
gift. 1555 Van Ness Avenue, Fresno, 93721 

‘Miracle’
A Musical and Narrative Christmas Program. 
December 20, @ 7 pm and December 21, @
9:15 am. Westside Church of God, 1424 W.
Calfornia Ave. Fresno, CA

A family that has strug-
gles, heartaches, trials and
tests is just your average
dysfunctional family be-
cause we all must go
through hardships in this
life. 

But this is a family which
has been through so much;
from drug dependency,
child abuse, domestic vio-
lence, alcoholism and
more. 

They are just trying to
hold it all together. But
sometimes it seems to be
more than they can bear.
Will they all finally come
together for a change or
will they continue to push

each other away?
All that they have left to

believe in is their mother’s
prayer.                                

Saturday,  December 27,
2008 @ 6 p.m. Veterans
Memorial Auditorium -
2425 Fresno St. - Fresno
CA.  Tickets: $10.00 dona-
tion. For group rates or
more information, contact
Vena Fields @ 559-226-
0121 or Aphesis: 559-264-
5993.  

Email: 
expressivecreations@live.com

Aphesis Apostolic Ministry
Pastor T.A. Carter Sr.

A Fresno Stage Play You Gotta See!

‘Bearing It All’
A PLAY BY AVENA FIELDS

Barack Obama

Clarence Thomas

Harry Belafonte
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Thanksgiving and Christmas Day:
Call 621-1460

for Fixed-Route Information

Call 443-5650
for Handy Ride Information
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Handy Ride service will be available 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day from 
9:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Please call 443-5650 one day 
prior to your desired trip.

HANDY RIDE
Holiday Service
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BLACKSTONE
& NEES

BLACKSTONE
& HERNDON

BLACKSTONE
& SHAW

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CESAR
CHAVEZ

ARRIVE
SHELTER B

EL DORADO
& “E” 

CRYSTAL
& KEARNEY

DEPART
SHELTER B

-- -- -- -- -- -- 905 912 924
904 909 919 930 941 950 955 1002 1014
954 959 1009 1020 1031 1040 1045 1052 1104

1044 1049 1059 1110 1121 1130 1135 1142 1154
1134 1139 1149 1200 1211 1220 1225 1232 1244
1224 1229 1239 1250 101 110 115 122 134

114 119 129 140 151 200 205 212 224
204 209 219 230 241 250 255 302 314
254 259 309 320 331 340 345 352 404
344 349 359P 410 421 430 435 442 454

G HEDCBA F F

GH E ABCDEF

CRYSTAL &
KEARNEY

“E” &
ELDORADO

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

CESAR
CHAVEZ

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

BLACKSTONE
& SHAW

BLACKSTONE
& EL PASO

BLACKSTONE
& NEES

DEPART
SHELTER L

-- -- -- 855 858 916 926 938 946
924 935 940 945 948 1006 1016 1028 1036

1014 1025 1030 1035 1038 1056 1106 1118 1126
1104 1115 1120 1125 1128 1146 1156 1208 1216
1154 1205 1210 1215 1218 1236 1246 1258 106
1244 1255 100 105 108 126 136 148 156

134 145 150 155 158 216 226 238 246
224 235 240 245 248 306 316 328 336
314 325 330 335 338 356 406 418 426
404 415 420 425 428 446 456 508 516
454 501 506 -- -- -- -- -- --

Pinedale/N. Blackstone/ West Fresno

NORTHBOUND

SOUTHBOUND
28

VENTURA
CEDAR

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

FIRST
SHAW

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

SHAW
CEDAR

DEPART
SHELTER L

KINGS CANYON
WINERY

CEDAR
GETTYSBURG

-- -- -- -- -- 915 923 929 938
940 942 946 955 1010 1015 1023 1029 1038

1040 1042 1046 1055 1110 1115 1123 1129 1138
1140 1142 1146 1155 1210 1215 1223 1229 1238
1240 1242 1246 1255 110 115 123 129 138
140 142 146 155 210 215 223 229 238
240 242 246 255 310 315 323 329 338
340 342 346 355 410 415 423 429 438
440 442 446 455 510 -- -- -- --

E HFDC G IFB

F CE DI FG B

VENTURA
CEDAR

KINGS CANYON
WINERY

SHAW
CEDAR

FIRST
SHAW

ARRIVE
SHELTER A

DEPART
SHELTER A

MANCHESTER
TRANS CTR

CEDAR
GETTYSBURG

-- -- -- 900 915 924 928 933
939 945 955 1000 1015 1024 1028 1033

1039 1045 1055 1100 1115 1124 1128 1133
1139 1145 1155 1200 1215 1224 1228 1233
1239 1245 1255 100 115 124 128 133
139 145 155 200 215 224 228 233
239 245 255 300 315 324 328 333
339 345 355 400 415 424 428 433
439 445 455 -- -- -- -- --

CSUF/Manchester Center/Ventura Ave.

WEST/NORTH

SOUTH/EAST

ARRIVE
SHELTER L

PALM
SHIELDS

BUTLER
CHESTNUT

NEES
BLACKSTONE

PALM
HERNDON

DEPART
SHELTER L

FRESNO
AIRPORT

-- -- -- -- 830 843 858
848 855 908 925 930 943 958
948 955 1008 1025 1030 1043 1058

1048 1055 1108 1125 1130 1143 1158
1148 1155 1208 1225 1230 1243 1258
1248 1255 108 125 130 143 158
148 155 208 225 230 243 258
248 255 308 325 330 343 358
348 355 408 425 430 443 458

26
ED FCBA D

DE ABCDE

-- -- -- 900 915 928 940
925 940 955 1000 1015 1028 1040

1025 1040 1055 1100 1115 1128 1140
1125 1140 1155 1200 1215 1228 1240
1225 1240 1255 100 115 128 140
125 140 155 200 215 228 240
225 240 255 300 315 328 340
325 340 355 400 415 428 440
425 440 450 -- -- -- --

ARRIVE
SHELTER A

FRESNO
AIRPORT

PALM
SHIELDS

HERNDON
PALM

DEPART
SHELTER A

NEES
BLACKSTONE

BUTLER
CHESTNUT

North Palm/Peach Avenue

Clinton Avenue Crosstown39

C B ACBA D D

858 920 928 937
958 1020 1028 1037

1058 1120 1128 1137
1158 1220 1228 1237
1258 120 128 137

158 220 228 237
258 320 328 337
358 420 428 437

CLINTON
WEST

SHIELDS
BRAWLEY

MANCHESTER
TRANSIT
CENTER

MANCHESTER
TRANSIT
CENTER

CLINTON
WEST

SHIELDS
BRAWLEY

FRESNO
AIRPORT

845 852 905 925
945 952 1005 1025

1145 1152 1205 1225
1045 1052 1105 1125
1245 1252 105 125
145 152 205 225
245 252 305 325
345 352 405 425

FRESNO
AIRPORT

EASTBOUND WESTBOUND

WESTBOUND

EASTBOUND
14

MARKS
SHAW

SHIELDS
WEST

ARRIVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR

LEAVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR
SHIELDS
CEDAR

CHESTNUT
CLINTON

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

MAPLE
CHURCH

910 920 930 935 945 950 1000 1005
1010 1020 1030 1035 1045 1050 1100 1105
1110 1120 1130 1135 1145 1150 1200 1205
1210 1220 1230 1235 1245 1250 100 105

110 120 130 135 145 150 200 205
210 220 230 235 245 250 300 305
310 320 330 335 345 350 400 405
410 420 430 435 445 450 500 505

N. Marks Ave./Shields Ave./VMC

910 915 925 930 940 945 952 1007
1010 1015 1025 1030 1040 1045 1052 1107
1110 1115 1125 1130 1140 1145 1152 1207
1210 1215 1225 1230 1240 1245 1252 107

110 115 125 130 140 145 152 207
210 215 225 230 240 245 252 307

CHURCH
MAPLE

CHESTNUT
BUTLER

CHESTNUT
CLINTON

SHIELDS
CEDAR

ARRIVE
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR

DEPART
MANCHESTER

TRANS CTR
SHIELDS

WEST
MARKS
SHAW

C GFEDCA B

F D CC B AEG

CALL CALL (559559) 621-RIDE 621-RIDECALL (559) 621-RIDE

Fresno FAX Christmas Service Schedule
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Big Stove Give-a-way
On November 15, 2008 the Mental Health Systems, Inc is donating to the 93722 or
93728 community FREE stoves. All stoves are given “as is” and must be hauled
away the same day.  Over 25 available, first come first served.  One stove per address
and to qualify bring a utility bill with zip code of 93722 or 93728, to The Hacienda
2550 West Clinton.  For more info call jenny Bates at 559-977-5515.  All Stoves are
gas and have four burners and an oven 40H x 40W x 25L.

All Saints Carnival 
Mount Pleasant Baptist church is having an All saints Day on October 25, 2008.  It
will be held at the church from 10am to 3pm.

Hiring Tutors and Free Tutoring 
Is you child struggling in school?  We can help! Your child may qualify for FREE
TUTORING through Supplemental Education Services.  Deadline to enroll is Octo-
ber 8th.  Tutoring will take place at multiple sites in West Fresno. Tutors will be pro-
vided by : Reading and Beyond. For more info call Brian King at 559-477-8935.
They are also looking for Tutors in the 93706 zip code. Salary starts at $11/hour.
Must live in that zip code to apply and be a high school graduate.

Professional Development Breakfast
Saturday October 11, 2008 the Ca. Alliance of African American Educators cordial-
ly invite you to the 6th Annual Professional Development Breakfast at Tornino’s
5080 N. Blackstone Ave Cost is $35.00 per person deadline to register is one week
before. The breakfast begins at 8am-12 Noon. For more info call Vincent Harris at
559-457-3816.

Drinking Water for Homeless
Drinking water donations needed for the Fresno homeless population. Call 559-
251-0540 or 559-270-1023 for water pick-up arrangements. Project contact per-
sons: Dr. Jean Kennedy and Ms Rene Zeno. Need volunteers.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
What’s Going On in Our Community

LLOCALOCAL NNEWSEWS

‘RUN FOR THE
DREAM’

INDOOR TRACK MEET
The “Run for the Dream”  Track Meet is scheduled indooor Track Meet is sched-

uled for January 19, 2009, in the beautiful Save Mart Center on campus at Fresno
State College.

The “Run for the Dream” Track Meet is about building up the sport of Track and
Field in California, and developing the potential the San Joaquin Valley has for youth
involvement in the sport.

Activities will include Collegiate Competition, California vs. Texas High schools,
Evening with the Stars, Banquet of Champions, Mini Reunions, World Class Compe-
titions, and The Fastest Kids contest. 

Opportunities for parents, athletes and teachers to experience the potential Track &
Field offers to fight te epidemic of obesity, diabetes and more. 

The “Run for the Dream” Committee has members that represent city schools,
county schools, medical organizations, valley cities, agribusiness, college professors,
ministers, the media, and former National Champions and Olympians.

THE AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND GENEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

Invites You To Attend

“Standing on the
Shoulders of Giants”

4th Annual Christmas Lunceon
Saturday, December 13, 2008

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Cost: $25.00 per Adult, $15.00 per Child (Ages 12 and Under)

Guests Welcome!

Lunch will be served at 12:00 Noon.

The Palms Restaurant
7550 N. Palm, Fresno CA

For More Information, Call (559) 213-7602

BARACK
OBAMA

Radisson Hotel &
Conference Center 
Fresno, California

Monday, January 19, 2009

Featuring The Jeanette
Harris Band
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‘Are You Ready
for Christmas?’

By Pauline Kimber

Would you believe it?? Christmas is almost here!! And
guess what…I talk about Christmas all year, and when
it finally gets here I’m surprised. I cannot believe it’s here
already!

But you know what I’ve been wondering, ladies??… Are our homes ready
for Christmas? Is mine? We have the lights, the tree and gifts for the grand-
children. My house is ready, but is my home ready? Is yours? Because you
know what, if your family does not experience joy and love, and forgiveness
and understanding where they live, then it’s not really home to them…Your
family is homeless…You may as well be living out of a shopping cart. Just be-
cause you have a beautiful house, does not mean you have a happy, loving
home. And, speaking of a loving home… I am reading the book of Luke this
month and I have especially noticed Mary, the soon-to-be mother of Jesus.
Let’s listen in on her and take notice of her home:

“For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
and holy is his name.”  Luke 1:49

Mary said those powerful words when she was rejoicing over the news
that she was chosen to give birth to Jesus. She was chosen to be the mother of
Jesus. She was chosen to establish a loving and caring home for Jesus. She was
chosen for these “great things.”

But before that, when she was first approached by the angel Gabriel and
told that she would conceive and give birth to Jesus, notice what she did NOT
say. She did not say, “That’s impossible,”  or “ I can’t believe this,” or “ Who-
ever heard of that?” or “No way,” or “what will people say???” 

She said, “How...”
How shall this be...?” You notice her faith? She believed God was God

and nothing was impossible with God. She simply asked: How, Lord; I’m will-
ing. I know you can do all things. How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?
She recognized that he was Mighty and that his name was Holy, and that He
had done great things to her.

So, you know what I realized? Not only did God do great things for Mary –
who was not perfect, but willing and obedient, He has done the same for you
and for me, and for every other woman who lives a godly life. During her en-
tire young life, Mary had been preparing for her ministry.

You know those children God gave you? God chose you to be their moth-
er; you are the perfect mother for them. Did you end up with some that are not
yours? That’s okay. God already knew that, and he has equipped you for them
too. Does  one  of them have specials needs? You can handle that too. Nothing
can happen in your home that you and God together cannot handle.

But not only that, there’s more. You are the perfect wife for that Christian
huband...God chose you for him. And, you know what, I am perfect for my
husband...He needs me to be his helpmeet, to help meet his needs, to encour-
age him, to pray for him, to be his biggest cheerleader. I am perfect for him and
he is perfect for me, because God chose us for each other. I didn’t say we were
perfect. Sometime we blow it. But God has already allowed for us to blow it.
He said: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.”  I John 2:1

Mary knew this. She was not only a godly young woman, she knew the at-
tributes of her Father in heaven and she believed...she had faith in His words.
So without ever going to Mary’s home, I already know certain things about it.
I know that it was built on wisdom, it was established by understanding, and
by knowledge it was filled with all precious and pleasant riches. God is “Wis-
dom,” the Holy Spirit is “Uunderstanding,”  Jesus is “Knowledge.”

We need the same things Mary needed to be chosen for great things. If you
are a Christian mother, God has “chosen” you to maintain a peaceful (most of
the time), joyful and Christ-centered home. You are more than likely sensitive
to other families that are struggling; and, you are a giver of encouraging words
and of your own substance. Am I right? That’s why folks like to come to your
home all the time!!

“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you and ordained you, that
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name he may give it you.”
John 15:16

Now, let’s decorate with some lights and pleasant riches inside our homes.
We can do this by setting aside a special time to read the Christmas story of Je-
sus’ birth to our children or grandchildren. I mean stop everything, turn every-
thing off,  and snuggle on the sofa or in the bed and read that breathtaking
Christmas story with awe and wonder; from the angels and the shepherds to
the wise men and the evil king. Matthew 1 and 2; and Luke 2 are excellent
chapters to read together.

Explain that First Christmas to them and that Jesus is the best gift we can
ever have. You may even sing a Christmas carol softly. You may go on to men-
tion that this same little baby grew to become the Jesus on the cross at Easter
time; and that he is alive and he will come back again to get us if we receive
him in our hearts and make him Lord of our lives.

You can even explain to your youngsters that “God chose you to be my lit-
tle boy/girl…Of all the little boys and girls in the whole world, he chose you
to be mine…”

Isn’t this wonderful? You know why, because the closest thing to heaven-on-
earth is a loving home, filled up with Jesus!

Mothers, make your home- – Home – at Christmas time and all year
long.

Now Father, I pray that every mother/father reading this will be filled with
wisdom and knowledge and spiritual understanding, and love and joy and
peace, so that their home may be maintained according to your word. Bless
each family physically, spiritually and financially during this special season
Father, so that they may be a blessing to someone else. I thank you that no
weapon formed against these families shall prosper and that their children are
wise and make their hearts glad. Thank you for Jesus our Savior and for your
Holy Spirit – our Teacher, our Intercessor, or Comforter. Amen.

Pauline Kimber has been a Bible Teacher for over 40 years. She and
husband Les Kimber, a former Fresno City Councilman, founded The
California Advocate Newspaper in 1967.  They have three children and
four grandchildren: Brittany, Brooklynn, Taylor, and Elias.

RRELIGIONELIGION

Who Says I Can’t Change!
Here I am world! Here I am! Like me

or not, your boy has arrived and I’m
not going anywhere until you as youth
get the message that change is neces-
sary. 

Yes, I know that we as African Amer-
icans are thrilled and pumped about the
fact that we have a black president. Hal-
lelujah, praise the Lord. Yes, I saw all of
you with your Obama shirts on at the
Edison vs. Clovis West game, and on the
Central, Bullard, and Sunnyside cam-
puses. But the question is, do you really
believe in change, your change? 

Listen, I am not coming at you as a
person who has read about how rough
life is and the limitations that society
puts on you as youth to change; but I
speak to you as a boy, now a man; a
gangsta, now a preacher; a playa now a
manager. 

I have come from sagging in jeans, to
slacks with a dress belt; from blue
chucks with fatty white laces to dress
shoes; from a blue rag hanging out my
back left pocket, to a blue Bible hanging
out of my left palm. I have been through
it all and done it all, and more. 

I thought I knew what it was to be the
man. I thought playing girls, clubbing,
drinking, smoking and staying strapped
was what it took, until I discovered the
real man, and realized that though I can
not change my past, I can change my
present and start a new future. 

I am not coming to you with a sermon,
I am just coming on a mission from God
which is, if he can change a nappy
knuckle-head from the south-side of
Stockton, he can do wonders with you.

As I listen to youth from Fresno to
Stockton and from L.A. to the Bay, it
amazes me that many of you lack self
esteem. You lack the ability to believe
that you can do what you put your mind
to do, but the problem is that you are
putting your mind to doing everything
but the right thing.

Is it not amazing that we know every
word that T-Pain (who can’t sang) sings,
but don’t know the words to Dr. King’s
“I Have A Dream” speech. We know the
formula to download a background on
Myspace but don’t know the slope inter-
cept formula. We get excited when The
Dream sings that “Shorty You A Ten”
when we should felt slighted because
your name is not shorty and the Bible
says you are worth more than rubies so

that means you are worth more than a
ten. You need to change. You are a child
of God, a daughter of Zion and a son of
Grace. 

It is awful that we will pay the devil to
kill us. We should be tired of saying the
devil is messing with me, when we are
saying it from the bar or the club. By
paying $10-$20 to get into the club, $8
per shot to drink, and not to include the
money you spent on the clothes for the
night, your haircut or hair style and the
gas to get to the party or club. 

You have just told the enemy, “how
much are you charging me to kill me,
because whatever it is, I’ll pay it?”

It is funny that we will party with the
enemy but will not party with the Lord
until we need something. Well listen to
this, the party you need, the life you are
looking for, God already has reserved
just for you.

All you have to do is stop paying to
die, and start living for a free eternal
life. Today, you can change by saying
“Lord I need you to take control.” Who
says you can’t change? Look yourself in
the mirror and say; “Not me, Yes I
Can!”

– Minister D.J. Criner

You Can Change...
YES YOU CAN!

D.J. Criner

BRADLEY
HOUSECLEANING

Busy Schedule?  Don't Have Time to Clean?

CALL (559) 349-1412

• Good Rates
• Quality Service
• Free Estimates

Windows
Laundry

Bathrooms
Kitchens

Pet Cleaning“24 Hr. Emergency Cleaning”

“Great Peace have
they who love thy law,

and nothing shall
offend them.”

– Psalm 119:165
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Partners:

Get connected!
Get answers!

Call for help in finding the services you need:
■ Where to go to get a hot meal
■ Where to get free or low-cost health care
■ Information on child care
■ Help with care for aging parents
■ Employment resources
■ How to find a bed when you have no place to
 sleep
■ How to get help for a drinking problem

Dial 2-1-1 or 1-866-559-4211
It’s the number to call when you don’t know who to call.

CENTRAL FISH  COMPANY

JAPANESE FAST FOOD
RESTAURANT • 237-2037
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT
Store Hours: Mon.-Sat.
10:30AM-6PM • Sun. 11AM-5PM

Specializing in quality seafood,
Japanese groceries & imported gifts

FRESH SUSHI
MADE DAILY

PRICES GOOD Dec. 17th-Dec. 23rd, 2008
Store Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 9AM-7PM Fri. & Sat. 8AM-8PM

We Accept Visa, Mastercard, Amex, Dedit, EBT & WIC

Now serving WIC customers (559) 237-2049
Corner of G & Kern
in downtown Fresno

1535 Kern Street

Dungeness

$7.49 lb.
Cooked Shrimp

$9.98 ea.

6 oz.

$9.99 ea.

Brazilian
Lobster Tails

CRAB
CLUSTERS

51/60 ct.
Frozen 2lb. Bag

Air Conditioning Mechanic
$5,711 Flat Monthly Rate

Filing Deadline is December 19, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

Bus Driver
$16.63 – $23.39/hr.
Continuous Recruitment

For more information, call the City of Fresno Jobline 
at (559) 621-6999.  Postmarks are not accepted. Job 
announcement and employment applications are 
available on the City of Fresno website at: 
www.fresno.gov.   EOE

Life can
only be

understood
backward.

It must be lived
forward.

This film is rated PG-13. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket and accepts any restrictions required by
ticket provider. Paramount Pictures, California Advocate, Terry Hines & Associates and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred
in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use
his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law.

OPENS NATIONWIDE ON CHRISTMAS DAY

You and a guest are invited to a special screening
on Tuesday, December 16th in Fresno.

Passes are limited and will be available on a first come, first served basis, while supplies last. No purchase necessary. 
Limit one pass per household. No exceptions. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE THEATRE IS OVERBOOKED TO ENSURE A FULL HOUSE. 

SEATING IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS, AND IS NOT GUARANTEED. No purchase necessary. 

For your chance to receive a pass (good for two), head down to the offices of
THE CALIFORNIA ADVOCATE

(1555 E St. in Fresno),
on Friday, December 12th, during normal business hours.

SUNERGY
• Specializing in Solar Installation
• Fast Service Changes
• Problem Diagnosis
• Upgrades/Remodels/Rewiring

• Ceiling, Whole House & Exhaust Fans
• Security Lighting
• Phone/Communication Installations
• Various Installation & Repairs
• No Job Too Small

“Hello, my name is Billy Wilson and I 
am a “state licensed” electrician.  My 
first priority as owner of Sunergy is to 
exceed the common customer 
satisfaction standard.  I’m here to 
proudly serve the community and 
satisfy your electrical needs.”

Call (559) 270-0505
Email: sunergyelectricsolar@yahoo.com

ELECTRIC/SOLAR
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UU Continued from Page 1
the White House in 1957,
the civil rights movement
was still in its infancy, seg-
regation was still legal and
African-Americans were
just penetrating the upper
echelons of government ser-
vice.

People like Bowen, em-
ployed at the White House
before the civil rights and
feminist movements, were
the “help.”

Surrounded by presiden-
tial memorabilia in his sub-
urban Maryland home - in-
cluding a newspaper trum-
peting Obama’s victory -
Bowen is contemplating
coming out of retirement to
work for the first black pres-
ident.

“I never thought, coming
up, that this would ever hap-
pen. Not in my lifetime,”
Bowen said.

His father, William
Bowen, left his job at the
Washington Navy Yard after
World War I to become a
White House butler. He soon
recruited his son to work
there as a mail carrier and
part-time butler. The senior
Bowen taught him the White
House domestic code of si-
lence, which White House
workers observe to this day.

“Pay attention and don’t
be talking to people while on
your assignment,” Bowen Jr.
remembered his father lec-
turing. “Don’t unnecessarily
engage some of the guests
unless they speak to you.”

It was hard sometimes,
with celebrities such as Duke
Ellington and Pearl Bailey
frequenting White House
parties and dinners. To this
day, Bowen remembers con-
versations with presidents
and first ladies, but they are
something he still will not re-
peat.

“You don’t talk about
things that happened on the
job,” Bowen said.

A century before the
Bowens, slaves labored in-
side and outside the White
House. Washington planner
Pierre L’Enfant rented slaves
from nearby owners to dig
the foundation for the White
House. White House design-

er James Hoben used some
of his slave carpenters to
build it.

President George Wash-
ington forced slaves from
Mount Vernon to work as
staff inside “the President’s
House” in Philadelphia dur-
ing his term. Thus began a
tradition of enslaved men
and women working for the
president in his residence, a
practice that continued until
the 1850s.

Not only did they work in
the White House, enslaved
men and women lived there
as well. According to the
White House Historical As-
sociation, the slave and ser-
vant quarters were in the
basement, now called the
ground floor. The rooms now
include the library, china
room, offices and the formal
Diplomatic Reception
Room. At least one African-
American baby was born
there, in 1806 to Fanny and
Eddy, two of Jefferson’s
slaves. The child, who was
also considered a slave, died
two years later.

History values these
slaves for more than just
their labor.

Paul Jennings, President
James Madison’s personal
slave, told the first tale of
White House life written by
someone who lived there.
Jennings, in his memoirs,
debunked the oft-repeated
White House legend of first
lady Dolley Madison saving
the portrait of Washington
from invading British
troops.

“This is totally false,” Jen-
nings said. “She had no time
for doing it. It would have re-
quired a ladder to get it
down. All she carried off was
the silver.”

Instead a Frenchman, John
Suse, and Magraw, the presi-
dent’s gardener, took the
painting down and sent it off
on a wagon, Jennings said.
Later in his life, he would
give part of the money he
earned as a freedman to help
a destitute Dolley Madison
after her husband’s death.

As the years progressed,
so did the role of African-
Americans inside the White

House.
Blacks moved from slaves

to honored guests - President
Abraham Lincoln met with
abolitionists Frederick Dou-
glass and Sojourner Truth in
the White House - to indis-
pensable parts of White
House life. President An-
drew Johnson appointed
William Slade as the first
White House steward, the
person charged with running
the domestic side of the
White House.

Not only did blacks work
in the White House, they al-
so started working at the
White House. E. Frederick
Morrow was the first
African-American appointed
a White House aide by
Eisenhower in 1955; John F.
Kennedy named Andrew
Hatcher associate press sec-
retary in 1960.

The progress was hardly
smooth.

In 1901, President
Theodore Roosevelt formal-
ly invited Booker T. Wash-
ington to the White House
for dinner. But as Republican
presidential candidate John
McCain noted in his conces-
sion speech last month,
Southern newspapers were
outraged and publicly con-
demned Roosevelt after they
learned of the invitation from
an Associated Press dispatch.
Roosevelt never invited an-
other African-American to a
White House dinner.

All the while behind the
scenes, African-American
domestic workers such as
John Pye kept the White
House humming along.

“These are the folks who
not only keep the leadership
comfortable, but they make
the White House into a home
for those occupants, and they
make government service
more than tolerable for high-
level staffers who are work-
ing long hours,” said Gail
Lowe, senior historian at the
Smithsonian Anacostia
Community Museum.
“Without their eyewitness to
history, we probably would
not have as full a story as we
have of the inner workings of
the White House.”

The Smithsonian holds

memorabilia belonging to
Pye, who worked as valet,
messenger, driver, cook and
butler in the White House
during President Franklin
Roosevelt’s administration.

Sometimes the workers al-
so made history, Lowe said.

“When the first war bonds
were issued in April 1942,
President Roosevelt did a lit-
tle presale as a publicity
move, and the first person to
whom he sold a war bond
was John Pye,” said Lowe.
“It cost $18.75. And as Pres-
ident Roosevelt made his
pitch for the war bonds -
‘This is to support our war
effort. Our young men are
serving overseas, They’re
giving their lives, we can
lend our money.’ - almost be-
fore the words were out of
his mouth, John Pye had
stepped forward to purchase
the bond.”

Despite their contribu-
tions, blacks experienced
racism even inside the White
House.

Alonzo Fields, a former
maitre ‘d who worked in the
White House for 31 years,
said they had segregated din-
ing rooms for the workers at
one point.

“I’m good enough to han-
dle the president’s food and
do everything, but I cannot
eat with the help,” Fields,
who died in 1994, told the
Smithsonian Institution Cen-
ter for Folklife Programs &
Cultural Studies for its
Workers in the White House
project.

Pye faced at least one inci-
dent with Richard M. Nixon,
then vice president, who
came to him and asked about
some leftover food.

Nixon said: “Boy, what are
y’all going to do with the rest
of the food,” Lowe said. “Mr.
Pye did not like being called
‘boy’ and he didn’t like to be
questioned about how the
kitchen would deal with left-
overs.”

Pye told him that the food
went to charity, but it turned
out Nixon wanted to eat the
leftovers.

“Pye made sure they went
to charitable organizations
that day,” Lowe said.
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shortly - and there are a lot
of causes I believe in for
which resources are not
available, and there is a need
to redistribute those re-
sources.”

Selby Kiffer, a senior
manuscripts curator at
Sotheby’s, said the anti-war
speech possibly ranks in im-
portance with King’s most
famous papers: his “I Have
a Dream” speech, “Letter
from a Birmingham Jail”
and a draft of his Nobel
Prize acceptance address.

Kiffer and Elizabeth
Muller, a Sotheby’s expert
on manuscripts who in 2006
discovered a printed version
of the jail letter, said the Be-
lafonte papers were previ-
ously unknown to King
archivists.

Some 10,000 King docu-

ments that his family had
planned to auction at Sothe-
by’s in 2006 were bought
for $32 million by the city
of Atlanta and are housed at
King’s alma mater, More-
house College. Another
King collection is at Boston
University.

King wrote the first draft
of his Vietnam speech in
ink on three sheets from a
yellow legal pad and left it
behind at Belafonte’s apart-
ment when he went to Los
Angeles to deliver the fin-
ished remarks on Feb. 25,
1967, before a hotel crowd
of Hollywood celebrities
and four U.S. senators who
also had denounced the
war.

The speech, titled “The
Casualties of the War in
Vietnam,” cited, along with
military and civilian vic-

tims, a loss of moral princi-
ple, resources diverted from
the fight for civil rights and
the war’s effect in alienating
other nations from the Unit-
ed States.

The Memphis notes,
found in King’s pocket after
he was gunned down April
4, 1968, on the balcony of a
Memphis motel, were given
by Coretta Scott King to the
late Stan Levison, a close
friend who then gave them
to Belafonte.

In the notes, King praises
the city’s sanitation workers
for striking against “starva-
tion wages” - the cause that
had brought him to Mem-
phis. “What does it profit to
be able to eat in an integrat-
ed restaurant and not make
enough money to take the
wife out?” he asks.

Johnson’s letter of condo-

lence tells Mrs. King that
the “full powers of local and
federal authority” had been
committed to finding her
husband’s killer, and “we
will overcome this calamity
and continue the work of
justice and love that is Mar-
tin Luther King’s legacy.”

She gave the letter to Be-
lafonte after the funeral ser-
vice, where he stood at her
side.

Belafonte said his person-
al relationship with King be-
gan in early 1956 when the
preacher was invited to
speak at Harlem’s Abyssini-
an Baptist Church, then led
by the Rev. Adam Clayton
Powell, and Belafonte went
to hear him.

King hoped to gain Bela-
fonte’s support in spreading
the civil rights gospel in the
entertainment industry. 
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agreed with estimates of
thousands of unreported
deaths due to the collapse of
the health system and says
the situation will get worse
with the onset of the rainy
season, which lasts until
February.

“When you look at people
who are already weakened
by hunger, many already
weakened by HIV and AIDS,
and with rainy season comes
malaria, and we know an-
thrax is spreading, it’s really
just a recipe for disaster,”
spokeswoman Caroline
Hooper-Box said in neigh-
boring South Africa.

She said many people Ox-
fam interviewed in Zimbab-
we say they have cut back to
one meal in three days. Some
are trying to survive on in-
sects and berries.

Once a major food ex-
porter, Zimbabwe has been
crippled by shortages of ne-
cessities including food and

medicine as Mugabe, the
leader since independence in
1980, clings to power.

As businesses collapse,
unemployment has risen to
80 percent with the majority
of the population depending
on handouts from a growing
diaspora; more than a third
of a population has fled,
many to South Africa and
former colonizer Britain, but
some as far as New Zealand.

In a new health report pub-
lished last week, the civic
group Women of Zimbabwe
Arise recounted the case of
an 8-year-old boy who fell in
a school yard and twisted his
knee.

“A week later, he was
dead,” the report said. “The
death certificate cited cause
of death as ‘swollen knee’ ...
But the real cause of death is
clear criminal negligence of
the worst kind on the part of
the ZANU-PF government.”

The report was dedicated
to two of the group’s own

leaders who it said died
needlessly. One was Them-
belani Lunga, a 32-year-old
in Zimbabwe’s second city
of Bulawayo who was HIV-
positive and had problems
accessing life-preserving an-
tiretroviral medication.

Lunga died after being
jailed for four days in Bul-
awayo Central Police Sta-
tion, where she was denied
access to AIDS medication,
the organization said.

To the cholera deaths, the
report said, it was necessary
to add people with diabetes
who run out of insulin, ap-
pendicitis cases, asthma at-
tacks, bleeding ulcers and
septicemia - “all treatable
conditions from which thou-
sands of deaths are now oc-
curring.”

Save the Children, a
British charity, said hun-
dreds, if not thousands of
pregnant women and their
children “stand a very high
risk of death.”

Zimbabwe director Rachel
Pounds said the United Na-
tions reported that 700 wom-
en were recently turned away
from hospitals in Harare that
are no longer able to provide
maternity services.

Last week, Health Minis-
ter David Parirenyatwa ap-
pealed for help from interna-
tional organizations.

“Our central hospitals are
literally not functioning. Our
staff is demotivated and we
need your support to ensure
that they start coming to
work and our health system
is revived,” he was quoted as
saying in The Herald.

Both Rusike, of the com-
munity health group, and
Women of Zimbabwe Arise
said the cholera epidemic
could be linked directly to
the government’s failures.
The disease is caused by
contaminated water and
food, in Zimbabwe’s case the
collapse of water and sewage
services.
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quirements the Constitu-
tion lists for eligibility to
be president.

Donofrio also contends
that two other candidates,
Republican John McCain
and Socialist Workers can-
didate Roger Calero, also
are not natural-born citi-
zens and thus ineligible to
be president.

At least one other ap-
peal over Obama’s citi-
zenship remains at the
court. Philip J. Berg of
Lafayette Hill, Pa., ar-
gues that Obama was
born in Kenya, not
Hawaii as Obama says
and Hawaii officials have
confirmed.

Berg says Obama also
may be a citizen of In-
donesia, where he lived as
a boy. Federal courts in
Pennsylvania have dis-
missed Berg’s lawsuit.
Federal courts in Ohio and
Washington state have re-
jected similar lawsuits.

Allegations raised on
the Internet say the birth
certificate, showing that
Obama was born in
Hawaii on Aug. 4, 1961, is
a fake.

But Hawaii Health De-
partment Director Dr.
Chiyome Fukino and the
state’s registrar of vital
statistics, Alvin Onaka,
say they checked health
department records and
have determined there’s
no doubt Obama was born
in Hawaii.

The nonpartisan Web
site Factcheck.org exam-
ined the original docu-
ment and said it does have
a raised seal and the usual
evidence of a genuine
document.

In addition, Factcheck.
org reproduced an an-
nouncement of Obama’s
birth, including his par-
ents’ address in Honolulu,
that was published in the
Honolulu Advertiser on
Aug. 13, 1961.

Obama is Natural
Born Says Court...

Unknown Thousands Dying in Zimbabwe...

Slavery: Blacks and the White House...

Belafonte to Auction Papers of MLK...

NEVADA (AP) - 
A broken O.J. Simpson

was sentenced Friday to as
much as 15 years in prison
for a hotel armed robbery
after a judge rejected his
apology and said, “It was
much more than stupidi-
ty.”

The 61-year-old football
Hall of Famer stood
shackled and stone-faced
when Judge Jackie Glass
quickly rattled off his pun-
ishment soon after he
made a rambling, five-
minute plea for leniency,
choking back tears as he
told her: “I didn’t want to
steal anything from any-
one. ... I’m sorry, sorry.”

Simpson could serve up
to 15 years but could be el-
igible for parole after nine
years, according to Elana
Roberto, the judge’s clerk.

The judge said several
times that her sentence in
the Las Vegas case had
nothing to do with Simp-
son’s 1994 acquittal in the
slaying of his ex-wife
Nicole Brown Simpson
and her friend Ronald
Goldman.

“I’m not here to try and
cause any retribution or
any payback for anything
else,” Glass said. Simpson
was immediately led away
to prison after the judge
refused to permit him to
go free on bail while he
appeals.

Simpson’s co-defendant
and former golfing buddy,
Clarence “C.J. Stewart, al-
so was sentenced to at
least 15 years.

Outside court, Gold-
man’s father, Fred Gold-
man, and sister, Kim, said
they were delighted with
the sentence.

“We are thrilled, and it’s
a bittersweet moment,”
Fred Goldman said. “It
was satisfying seeing him
in shackles like he be-
longs.”

The Goldmans took a
measure of credit for
Simpson’s fate, saying
their relentless pursuit of
his assets to satisfy a $33.5
million wrongful-death
judgment “pushed him
over the edge” and led him
to commit the robbery to
recover some of his sports
memorabilia.

Simpson and Stewart
were both brought to the
courtroom in dark blue jail
uniforms, their hands
shackled to their waists
with chains. Simpson,
who looked weary and had
not been expected to

speak, delivered a somber
statement to the judge.

As he spoke in a hoarse
voice, the courtroom was
hushed. His two sisters,
Shirley Baker and
Carmelita Durio, sat in the
front row of the court-
room, along with his adult
daughter.

Both men were convict-
ed Oct. 3 of 12 criminal
charges, including kidnap-
ping and armed robbery.
“As stupid and as ill-con-
ceived as it was, it wasn’t
something that was from
this evil mind they teach
us about,” Simpson attor-
ney Yale Galanter said be-
fore sentencing.

“Not bright, not smart,
not well thought out, but
certainly not from an evil
mind,” Galanter said.
Most of the 63 seats in the
courtroom were taken by
media, lawyers and family
members of the defen-
dants. Fifteen members of
the public were also al-
lowed.

After sentencing was
over, the Goldmans left
the courtroom and Kim
threw her arms around her
father and wept.

Simpson’s sisters de-
clined to comment, but
Shirley Baker said on her
way out: “It’s not over.”
Jurors who heard 13 days
of testimony said after the
verdict that they were con-
vinced of Simpson’s guilt
because of audio record-
ings that were secretly
made of the Sept. 13,
2007, robbery at the
Palace Station casino ho-
tel.

The confrontation in-
volved sports memorabilia
brokers Alfred Beardsley
and Bruce Fromong. It
was recorded by col-
lectibles dealer Thomas
Riccio, who was acting as
middleman.

“Don’t let nobody out of
this room!” Simpson com-
mands on the recordings,
and instructs other men to
scoop up items he insists
had been stolen from him.

On Tuesday, Glass is
scheduled to sentence four
former co-defendants who
took plea deals and testi-
fied against Simpson and
Stewart.

Michael McClinton,
Charles Cashmore, Wal-
ter Alexander and
Charles Ehrlich could re-
ceive probation or prison
time. McClinton could
get up to 11 years; the
others face less.

O.J. Simpson
Sentenced To Up To
15 Years In Prison
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Books that will capture your child’s heart, mind & spirit 
Books: Precious Jewels Corner

TThhiiss  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  aaccccllaaiimmeedd  bbooookkss  ffoorr  yyoouunngg  rreeaaddeerrss,,  wwaassssuubbmmiitttteedd  bbyy  RReeggiinnaa  HHoollllyy,,  aa  llooccaall  eedduuccaattoorr  wwiitthh  FFrreessnnoo  UUnnii--ffiieedd  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt..  NNoott  oonnllyy  aarree  tthhee  bbooookkss  eenntteerrttaaiinniinngg,,  ccaapp--ttiivvaattiinngg  aanndd  aaggee--ffrriieennddllyy,,  tthhee  yyoouunngg  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  aallssoo  bbeeiinnggcclleevveerrllyy  ttaauugghhtt  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeaalliizziinngg  iitt..  AA  ssppeecciiaall  tthhaannkkss  ttooMMrrss..  HHoollllyy  ffoorr  hheerr  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss  ttoo  FFrreessnnoo  yyoouutthh..SShhee  aanndd  MMrr..  HHoollllyy  hhaavvee  ttwwiinn  ddaauugghhtteerrss,,  bbootthh  iinn  ccoolllleeggee..

SSUUBBMMIITTTTEEDD BBYY RREEGGIINNAA HHOOLLLLYY,,  AANN EEDDUUCCAATTOORR WWIITTHH

FFRREESSNNOO UUNNIIFFIIEEDD SSCCHHOOOOLL DDIISSTTRRIICCTT..
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BARACK
OBAMA

Radisson Hotel &
Conference Center 
Fresno, California

Monday
January 19, 2009

Featuring
The Jeanette Harris

Band


